SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 29, 2022
It is possible to hear in Jesus of Nazareth’s high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before
his death, the petitions of the ascended Lord for his own throughout history—to our day—and
beyond. Our Lord prays for us. In Holy Baptism, we become children of God, have our robes
washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all the saints.

Prelude

Prelude on Hyfrydol
(Alleluia! Sing to Jesus, Hymn 158)

ENTRANCE RITE
Entrance Hymn

Henry Coleman
(1888-1965)

Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P:
Let us pray.
ALL: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts
may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson - Acts 16:16–34
The owners of a slave-girl who used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for "healing" her and, consequently,
ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family.
16

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her
owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are slaves
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation." 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very
hour.
19
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into
the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are
disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe."
22
The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten
with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them
securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
26
Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew
his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice,
"Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul
and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31They answered, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized
without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that
he had become a believer in God.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 97:1-6

(sung in unison)

This is a hymn to the awesome Lord and Ruler who brings the fire of judgment and light for the righteous.
1

The Lord is king; let the | earth rejoice;*
let the multitude of the | isles be glad.
2
Clouds and darkness are | round about him,*
righteousness and justice are the foundations | of his throne.
3
A fire | goes before him*
and burns up his enemies on | every side.
4
His lightnings light | up the world;*
the earth sees it and | is afraid.
5
The mountains melt like wax at the presence | of the Lord,*
at the presence of the Lord of | the whole earth.
6
The heavens de- | clare his righteousness,*
and all the peoples | see his glory.

Second Lesson - Revelation 22:12–14, 16–17, 20–21
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again.
We eagerly pray, "Come, Lord Jesus," with all who respond to this invitation.
12

"See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone's work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and the end."
14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the
gates. 16"It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star."
17
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 20The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel - John 17:20–26
Jesus of Nazareth prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God.
To be so identified with God means also to share in God's mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity.

Jesus prayed: 20"I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am
in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory
that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and
you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you
have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because
you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25Righteous Father, the world does not know
you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them,
and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I
in them."

Sermon
It was less than a year after the fall of the Berlin Wall that the singer Bono and the Irish rock band U2
went to Berlin to record an album. Seeking inspiration from German reunification, the band began
recording in a poorly-equipped West Berlin studio housed in a former Nazi SS ballroom. Finding the city
depressing and gloomy that winter of 1990-1991, the sessions were fraught with conflict, as the band
argued over their musical direction and the quality of their material. After weeks of backbiting, tension,

and slow-to-no progress nearly prompted the group to disband, they made a breakthrough and began
to rally around a song titled “One” – a song that came about, largely, through improvisation.
"At the instant we were recording it,” said a band member, “I got a very strong sense of (the song’s)
power. We were all playing together in the big recording room, a huge, eerie ballroom full of ghosts of
the war, and everything fell into place. It was a reassuring moment . . . It's the reason you're in a
band—when the spirit descends upon you and you create something truly affecting. 'One' is an incredibly
moving piece,” he said. “It hits straight into the heart” – with lyrics that include these words:
One love, One blood
One life, You got to do what you should
One life, With each other
Sisters, Brothers
One life, But we're not the same
We get to
Carry each other
Carry each other.
“One love, One blood/One life, . . . We get to carry each other” could very well be the synopsis of this
morning’s gospel reading on this seventh and final Sunday of the Easter season. The setting is an upper
room in Jerusalem in which Jesus of Nazareth is gathered with his disciples. On this night during which
he will be betrayed into the hands of those who will kill him, Jesus is saying goodbye to his friends. The
gospel according to John devotes four chapters to Jesus’ words of farewell, a passage modeled very
much after the ancient Greco-Roman farewell speech, in which the speaker announces his imminent
departure, recalls his life, urges his audience to follow in his footsteps, and consoles them in their sorrow.
Today’s verses constitute the very end of this lengthy goodbye, a moment in which Jesus prays on
behalf of his followers – both those in the room who have gathered at table with him and allowed him to
wash their feet – as well as for US – all those who have heard and been brought into the Jesus story
down through the centuries as a result of a long and ancient chain of storytellers – family members,
friends, teachers, pastors. Our Lord is praying for US when he says, “I ask not only on behalf of these,
but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me.” This is Jesus’ prayer: that we may be one, even as he and God are one. He prays that we will
“Carry each other/Carry each other.”
Our Lord’s sincere prayer that his followers would be “one” expresses a beautiful sentiment, but one
that has always been elusive – going all the way back to that upper room in Jerusalem. The human
family is a contrary lot – and followers of the risen Christ down through the ages to our very own day are
no exception. Today, the human community continues to live in an age of polarization – of “us” vs.
“them.” Social media algorithms, like ghosts, scare people into extreme echo chambers, prompting them
to build walls as they try to escape the toxins of the “other side” in the culture wars. We witness the
slippery, race-to-the-bottom when people dehumanize and demonize those with whom they differ,
disagree, or oppose. This extreme “othering” of people also created in God’s image leads to devastating
– even deadly – consequences, as we see so tragically in the increase in hate crime linked to racism,
anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, fear of foreigners, white nationalism, gun violence, conspiracy theories, and
so much more.
Martin Luther’s image of sin was “the human curved in upon oneself.” When we give in to the
temptation to see ourselves as better than others, to look down on others, we embody Luther’s concept
of sin far more successfully than we are following the example of our Lord. In his book titled Exclusion
and Embrace, Croatian theologian Miroslav Volf puts it like this: “Sin is here the kind of purity that wants
the world cleansed of the other rather than the heart cleansed of the evil that drives people out by calling
those who are clean ‘unclean’ . . .” Jesus, in his ministry and in his prayer for his followers, shows his
desire to reach out, touch, and be one with all, whether they are “unclean” or not. Jesus shows that when
he touches someone considered “unclean,” he does not become unclean. Rather, those whom he
touches become clean.

Touched in Word and Sacrament, our Lord prays for US. He prays that we may be one in our daily
witness so that the world may experience and trust God’s love for ALL. When we are self-centered and
look only inward, we ignore the whole beautiful and broken world to which God has called, empowered,
and sent us to bring the Good News of God’s love in Christ Jesus. In the words of U2:
One love, One blood
One life, You got to do what you should
One life, With each other
Sisters, Brothers
One life, But we're not the same
We get to
Carry each other
Carry each other.
Because of God’s grace, “we get to carry each other” because we are inextricably linked by God’s
self-emptying love in Jesus the Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. May our oneness be
grounded in our Lord’s self-sacrificial, unconditional love. May we walk the way of the Christ – crossing
dividing lines, breaching barriers, building bridges as ambassadors of our Lord’s healing – as we carry
each other. Amen
Hymn of the Day

Apostles’ Creed
P:
Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the
triune God whom we belove:
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.
A:
C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:
C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
P:

Bless diversity in the Church’s mission and ministry across all nations and cultures. Unite us in
Christ and keep us faithful in our calling to show your love to the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour out over all the earth the water of life as a gift. Wash the wounds of creation and restore all
living things to wholeness. Help us protect ocean habitats, river ecosystems, and wetlands. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Give a spirit of collaboration to leaders of the nations, so that all people may know safety, security,
and dignity. Work through us to heal victims of torture and liberate those who are wrongfully
imprisoned or detained. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Come quickly to the aid of your people. Give wisdom and strength to hospital, prison, military, and
hospice chaplains who stand as signs of your abiding presence. Refresh all who thirst for love,
hope, or healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
May we be your loving arms around all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Reveal your love
through the care and compassion of those who serve people in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord Jesus Christ, your own mother looked on when your life ended in violence. Our hearts are
pierced with grief and anger at the recent mass shootings. We commend the slain to your
wounded hands and their loved ones to your merciful heart. We pray for the perpetrators and their
families as well, trusting only in the promise that your love is stronger than death; and that even
now, you live and reign forever and ever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Stir up in us the faith to trust in the promise of life everlasting as we give thanks for all the saints
in your eternal care. Draw us into the mystery and wonder of your presence and hold us in your
love and grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
ALL: Amen

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

Offering
Offertory Anthem

O Death, Where Is Thy Sting

John Stainer
(1840-1901)

O Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, where is thy victory?
Thanks be to God, Hallelujah, thanks be to God
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus.

Offertory

Offertory Prayer
A:
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C:
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our time, and
our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

P:

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you
for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Communion with our Risen Lord

Hymns

Sent Forth by God's Blessing
1

Sent forth by God's blessing,
Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from his dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of his teaching,
Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us,
His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer his call.

2

With praise and thanksgiving
To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing,
In love ever caring,
Embracing his children of each tribe and race.
With your feast you feed us,
With your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

© Text: Omer Westendorf, b. 1916

Post -Communion Blessing
P:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C:
Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A:
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen
Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A:
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Festal Finale

Henry Coleman

A note on today’s music: Henry Coleman, born during the Victorian era, was a prolific English composer
in a late Romantic style. Sir John Stainer, for many years organist at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London,
can only be called a High Victorian in style. His book on playing the organ was still in use as late as the 1970s.

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Lisa Taylor
in memory of Jim Taylor.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Faye Hesson and family
in memory of Don Hesson’s birthday.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
May 29

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
afternoon

Monday,
May 30

Service of Holy Communion
Service of Holy Communion
Worship Service (via YouTube)
Church Office closed

Wednesday,
June 1

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
12:10 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class
Service of Holy Communion
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Thursday,
June 2

9:00 a.m.
12:10 p.m.

Parish Nurse available (until 10:00 a.m.)
Ascension Day Worship with Bach Prelude

Friday,
June 3

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class

Saturday,
June 4

8:00 a.m.

CPR/AED Class

Sunday,
June 5

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
afternoon

Service of Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Youth
Service of Holy Communion and Rite of Confirmation
“Welcome to Summer” Salad and Ice Cream Sundae Bar
Worship Service (via YouTube)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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