
PREPARATION

           

 

   THE  NATIVITY  OF  OUR  LORD
   

 CHRISTMAS EVE
  

December 24, 2025

   

Organ Carol Prelude 

Carol Sing





ENTRANCE  RITE

 

Processional Hymn

 

Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is born for us this day.
C: Oh, come, let us adore him.
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.



P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

  
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

  
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

  
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
 

Hymn of Praise



LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of our Lord’s presence and in the
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

First Lesson - Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7
 

This passage from the Hebrew scriptures is a hymn of thanksgiving and hope offered at the birth of a new king in Jerusalem.
   

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people
exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
 

L: The word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96:1-8 
 

The psalmist’s song of praise to the Lord in which the whole heavens and earth are invited to join.

Sing to the LORD | a new song;*
sing to the LORD, all | the whole earth.

Sing to the LORD and | bless his name;*
proclaim the good news of his salvation from | day to day.



Declare his glory a- | mong the nations*
and his wonders a- | mong all peoples.

For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised;*
he is more to be feared | than all gods.

As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;*
but it is the LORD who | made the heavens.

Oh, the majesty and magnificence | of his presence!*
Oh, the power and the splendor of his | sanctuary!

Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples;*
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.

Ascribe to the LORD the honor | due his name;*
bring offerings and come in- | to his courts.

Second Lesson - Titus 2:11-14
  

The Epistle lesson speaks of the two comings of Christ: first in his sacrificial ministry for all people and then in glory.
  

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation
of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
 

L: The word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.
(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because  there was no room for them
in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 



And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to
another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning
this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But
Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
 

 

Sermon Pastor Roberts
 
Hymn of the Day



Nicene Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Nicene Creed, we proclaim the triune

God whom we belove:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

Prayer of the Church
A: In the Word made flesh, we behold God's love for all people. Therefore, let us pray for the Church,

the world, and all those in need.
 

A: Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before the manger that
you have made a throne. Unite the Church in love as we rejoice in the news of your coming. Lord, in
your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the roaring seas,
the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy night. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet, and hearts
with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into plowshares. Lord, in your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the world to find
your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or struggling. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

 



LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

A: Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Help us sustain housing and clothing ministries
in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for youth seeking safety and
care. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who mourn hope in the resurrection
and peace in Christ Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
 

P: O God of hope, receive our prayers and draw to your heart all for whom we pray, through Christ
Jesus, your Word made flesh.

C: Amen

The Peace
P: The angels sang a song of peace and goodwill at the birth of the Christ. May the peace of the Lord

be with you always.
C: And also with you.
  

Offering
 

Our Christmas offerings this evening are designated for the benevolent work
of the Lutheran Church throughout the world.

Offertory Anthem Hark, What Good News! Nineteenth century German tune
arr. Crawford Thoburn (b. 1933)

  

O Hark, what good news the angels bring, Glad tidings of a newborn King,
This is the day, the blessed morn, The Savior of the world was born.
 If angels sang at Jesus’ birth Then we have greater cause for mirth,

For it was all for our poor sake He did our human nature take.
Lo, in that manger where he lies Our faith discerns a sacrifice

And by his birth we all may see A pattern of humility.
Stupendous Babe! My God and King, Thy praises I will ever sing,

In joyful accents raise my voice, And in my praise of God rejoice. Alleluia!
 
 

Offertory



Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness, we have these gifts to

share. Receive our offerings and nourish us at your table, that your Word may take flesh
in our lives; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

Proper Preface for Christmas
  
Sanctus 



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Communion with Our Risen Lord
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!  Please proceed to communion at the direction of the ushers. After receiving the
bread and wine, those who desire may go to the altar rail for prayer. Please return to your seat by way of the
side aisles. Young children or those who do not commune are encouraged to come forward for a blessing.

Hymns







Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Gracious God, in the incarnation of your Son you have united heaven and earth. May

we who have tasted heavenly things share the gift of your presence with all the world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Benediction
P: May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this

Christmas. Almighty God, Father, a Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.



Lighting of the Candles

(The congregation sings stanza one in German and then stanzas one through three in English.)



Postlude Sortie de Nöel: O Holy Night arr. Guillaume Verte
(b. 1956)

�       �       �

WREATHS
The door wreaths are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. George Childress III

in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. George Childress, Jr., and Mr. and Mrs. Corbin Glass;
and, in honor of Norma Jean Glass.

  

The sanctuary wreaths are given to the glory of God by Norma Jean Glass in memory of
Cordia, Corbin, and Alfred Glass and Nancy and Lee Trent.

   

The balcony wreath is given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. George Childress III
in loving memory of Nancy and Lee Trent.

CHANCEL  AND  SANCTUARY  POINSETTIAS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God by the following:

    

a The Holy Trinity Altar Guild in memory of Paula Davis and Nancy Trent;
 

a Carol and Ken Barclay in honor of Bill Greene and the Holy Trinity Choir; and, in honor of their children, Kim,
Amanda, and Marcy;

 

a Nancy Childress in honor of Drs. Grace and Richard Newton;
  

a Tamara Colagreco in memory of her parents, Joan and Bob Feese; brothers, Mark and John; and son, Robbie;
 

a Joe Franklin, Jr.; Sherrie, Robert, & Anthony Wilson; Dana, Wesley, & Joseph Loan; and, Brittany & Mark Willis
in memory of Carolyn Franklin and Otis & Rachel Franklin;

 

a Fred Gallagher in memory of his wife, Doris Gallagher;
 

a Cheryl and Bruce Gerlich in honor of April Whalen;
 

a The Goolsby Family in memory of Grover and Louise Goolsby;
 

a Barbara and Simon Hatin in honor of Herman Hertkorn; and, in memory of Catherine Hertkorn and
Angela and George Hatinoglou;

 

a Jackie and Paul Kluender in memory of Gertrude and Ed Kluender and Paul Wisman;



a Ann Kreft in memory of Roger L. Kreft;
 

a The Krull Family in memory of Charlie Pollok;
 

a Janelle and John Larkin in honor of Landen, McKenzie, and Charlotte;
 

a Margie Lippard in memory of Dr. and Mrs. Carroll H. Lippard;
 

a Ellen and David Petty in memory of Mr. and Mrs. David T. Petty, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. Grady, Jr.,
and Mr. Benjamin F. Grady III;

 

a Joni and Bruce Pearson in honor of their children, Lauren, Charlie, and Natalie; son-in-law, David; and,
in memory of their daughter, Berkeley;

 

a The Pollok Family in memory of Bryan Krull;
 

a The Rafferty-Bass Family in memory of Jerry Bass and John and Pat Rafferty; and, in honor of Susan
Bass;

 

a Erin, Katie, and Bobbie Rodman in memory of Jim Rodman; and, in honor of Bobbie and Tom Schuler;
  

a Tate, Clayton, and Billy Royer in honor of Carole Royer; and, in memory of Dick Royer;
 

a Linda Sanders in memory of Lara Sanders Miller and Fuzz Sanders; and, in memory of George Cohen
and Bill Belcher;

 

a The Tester Kids in memory of Dot and Carlton Tester; and, in honor of Carrie Wisman;
 

a Carrie Wisman in honor of her grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and, in memory of Berkeley
and Carly; and,

 

a Putney and Clark Wisman in memory of Will Selden.

Z   Z   Z   Z   Z   Z   Z
 

  

Our Christmas celebration continues Sunday, December 28. We begin with a Christmas Carol Sing at
10:15 a.m., followed by a special liturgy of Holy Communion with Chrismons and Carols for Christmas at
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion will also be celebrated Wednesday, December 31, at 12:10 p.m. We return
to our regular schedule Sunday, January 4, with Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Epiphany 
Vespers will be Tuesday, January 6, at 5:30 p.m. Please join us as we celebrate the twelve days of
Christmas.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
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