FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 8, 2022
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of our Lord.
It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal”
in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Prelude

Prelude on St. Columba

Henry G. Ley
(1887-1962)

ENTRANCE RITE
Entrance Hymn

Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P:
Let us pray.
ALL: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the
sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may
do your will and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson - Acts 9:36–43
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work with clothing was
well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.
36

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and
acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since
Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to
us without delay." 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.
40
Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
L: The word of the Lord.

Psalm 23

C: Thanks be to God.

(sung in unison)
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and is generous and merciful.

The LORD | is my shepherd;*
I shall not | be in want.
2
He makes me lie down | in green pastures*
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
He re- | vives my soul*
and guides me along right pathways | for his name's sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;*
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me;*
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

Second Lesson - Revelation 7:9–17
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering,
in whose blood the saints have washed their robes and made them white.

9

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
10
They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?" 14I said
to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel - John 10:22-30
Jesus of Nazareth responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one.
Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand.
22

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him,
"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." 25Jesus answered, "I
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name testify to me; 26but you
do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they
follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.
29
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand.
30
The Father and I are one."

Sermon
Her name is Dawn. Her family was somewhat nomadic, frequently moving from place to place as her
parents bounced from job to job. Growing up, it felt like she was always the new kid in town, going from
new school to new school. Her family never went to church, yet Dawn had formed some ideas about God
from things she had picked up along the way from the many voices of people surrounding her. When she
was ten years old, Dawn and her brother spent the summer with a great-aunt who lived in the
Adirondacks. As a way of filling their days, the great-aunt sent the two children to a local church camp
for a week and it was there that Dawn first encountered the twenty-third psalm.
There was something about a shepherd, and green pastures, and still waters, and paths of
righteousness, and the valley of the shadow of death, and a prepared table, and anointed heads, and
overflowing cups, and goodness and mercy, and dwelling in the house of the Lord that captivated Dawn.
She later said that, for the first time in her ten years of life, she caught a glimpse of God who wasn’t
some angry old man sitting up on a cloud thinking up ways to punish her, a glimpse of God who wasn’t
some mean, abusive father who sent his son to die on a cross. For the first time in her life, Dawn caught

a glimpse of God as a “shepherd” who wanted nothing more than to take care of her and give her safety
and security.
The powerful image of God as a “shepherd” has spoken to people down through the ages, carrying
longing, searching souls far beyond the words themselves into places of hope, comfort, and assurance
as they seek to know the Holy One who is at the very core of our existence. Yet, in today’s gospel
reading, the image of a “shepherd” gets some in Jesus of Nazareth’s audience all riled up. Earlier in the
tenth chapter of the gospel according to John, Jesus states that HE – Jesus – is the GOOD SHEPHERD,
which is offensive to many because shepherds in first-century Palestine were considered lowly and dirty
and contemptible, looked down upon by those higher up the socio-economic ladder. Some of those
listening are scandalized by Jesus’ declaration that he is the “good shepherd” and his message that
God’s kingdom comes in surprising, unpredictable ways – through unheralded people and events,
through a God who turns our expectations and our biases and prejudices upside down, through a
shepherd who lays down his own life for the sake of his sheep.
The scene in today’s gospel reading takes place in the Temple in Jerusalem at the time of the Feast
of Dedication – the Jewish holiday also known as Hanukkah – which celebrates the cleansing of the
Temple of Syrian desecration some 150 years before the Common Era. The Jewish people had been
under occupation and their Syrian oppressors had offered pagan sacrifices in the temple. At the time of
Jesus, the Jewish people are again under occupation, this time by the Romans, and the people are
looking for a liberator. ‘Is this Jesus the one, is he the messiah,’ they ask? In response to their questions,
the gospel writer portrays Jesus’ reply: “My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father
has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and
I are one.” At that point, the powers-that-be are really scandalized and ready to stone Jesus for such
blasphemy. He is CERTAINLY NOT the kind of messiah for whom many of them are looking and waiting.
We, too, live in a world in which there are many conflicting voices clamoring for our attention, many
voices claiming to speak for God. These voices may tell us that, to grow closer to God, we must have
a prescribed religious experience, or believe correct doctrine, or reach a higher level of knowledge or a
higher level of morality. By contrast, the Good Shepherd tells us that never does our status before God
depend on how we feel, on having the right experience, on being free of doubt, or on what we
accomplish. It depends on one thing only: THAT WE ARE KNOWN BY THE SHEPHERD. “My sheep
hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me,” says our Lord. “I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish.”
As ten-year-old Dawn experienced at church camp, the voice of the Good Shepherd is a voice that
liberates rather than oppresses. It does not say, “Do this, and then maybe you will be good enough to
be one of my sheep.” It says, “You belong to me already. No one can snatch you out of my hand.”
Secure in this belonging, we are then free to live the abundant life of which Jesus speaks earlier in John
chapter ten: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
Of course, this abundant life is not necessarily about abundance in years, or in wealth, or status, or
accomplishments. It is life that is abundant in the love of God made known in Jesus the Christ, love that
overflows to others. It is eternal life because its source is in God who is eternal, and in our risen Lord,
who is the resurrection and the life. Amidst all the other voices in our world that attempt to evoke fear,
make demands, or give advice, the voice of our Good Shepherd is a voice of PROMISE – a voice that
calls us by name and claims us as God’s own in the waters of Holy Baptism. We are called into oneness
with the gracious God who restores our souls, who empowers us for deeds of righteousness and justice,
who accompanies us through death’s dark vale, who prepares a table for us, who anoints us with
overflowing love. He is the Holy One who pursues us, who chases, us with goodness and mercy all the
days of our life.
It was many years ago that little ten-year-old Dawn – who grew up to become a Lutheran pastor –
heard about the “Good Shepherd” at church camp, the shepherd who seeks to bring ALL into the
sheepfold of God’s embrace – be they friend, stranger, outcast, or enemy. As we feast at our Lord’s
Table this day, may barriers in our world be broken down, may divisions be overcome, may wounds be
healed, may enemies become friends. At the very heart of who we are is the Christ who lives and

breathes in, with, through, and beyond us. As our Good Shepherd, he is the One who lays down his life
for his sheep. His body – taken, blessed, broken, and shared – becomes for us life-giving and lifesustaining food. His grace makes us one with him, so that God’s goodness and mercy may overflow
through each of US to a hungry, thirst, hurting world. The Lord IS our shepherd. Indeed, we shall not
want. Amen

Hymn of the Day

Apostles’ Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the
triune God whom we belove:
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
A:
C:
A:

C:
A:
C:
A:

C:
A:

C:

Gentle Shepherd, enable your Church to respond to the voice of Jesus the Christ. Give us unfailing
trust, unafraid to join in his work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Feed your people at the table of creation. Help us prepare a safe place for those whose
environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper your
creation for the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Help us seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. Set people in their path
who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our
understanding of your love and grace. Send the risen Christ to instruct us with the abiding care of
an attentive shepherd. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
ALL: Amen

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

Offering
Offertory Anthem

The Lamb Will Be a Shepherd Now

Donald Sebasta

The lamb will be a shepherd now; things will not be as they have been.
Robes washed in blood will be made white;
One who was dead will live again. Things will not be as they have been.
The lamb will be a shepherd now and lead the sheep to living springs.
No more of shepherds who would guide the sheep to springs of dust to drink.
Things will not be as they have been.
The lamb will be a shepherd now and feed the hungry sheep and lambs.
No more feeding the well fed; the rich will leave with empty hands.
Things will not be as they have been.
The lamb will be a shepherd now, come, shepherd lamb and be our guide.
Let blood make our robes pure and white, O living lamb, once crucified!
Things will not be as they have been.
(Richard Leach)
[Susan Manion, flute]

Offertory

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving

P:

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you
for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to

eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Communion with our Risen Lord

Hymns

Have No Fear, Little Flock

1

Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

3

Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!

2

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

4

Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House

Post -Communion Blessing
P:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C:
Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A:
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen

Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A:
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Carillon

Z

Z

Jean François Dandrieu

Z

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Teresa Weinmeister
in honor of Gretchen Roberts
on her birthday and baptismal anniversary.

The candles are given to the glory of God by Faye Hesson
in memory of our mothers.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
May 8

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
afternoon

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School (adult class only)
Service of Holy Communion
Worship Service (via YouTube)

Tuesday,
May 10

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Parish Nurse Available (until 10:00 a.m.)
Church Council

Wednesday,
May 11

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:10 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class
Women’s Sewing Group
Service of Holy Communion
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday,
May 13

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class

Sunday,
May 15

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
afternoon
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School (adult class only)
Service of Holy Communion
Worship Service (via YouTube)
Holy Trinity Art & Music Showcase
Holy Trinity Youth
Confirmation Class (2020/2021 confirmands)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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