
In the days after the Epiphany of Our Lord, we commemorate not only Paul’s
seeing the light but his saintly effort thereafter at being the light. Having our eyes
opened by the Spirit of God in Holy Baptism, having been enlightened by the word
read and proclaimed in worship, and having regained our strength in the Lord’s
Supper, we, too, are converted—turned again to follow in God’s way.

  

                THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL

January 25, 2026

 

Prelude Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones arr. Camil Van Hulse
(1897-1988)

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be God –  Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures

forever.
C: Amen
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, the whole company of heaven, and our sisters and
brothers in this community.

   

silence for reflection
 

P: Holy and gracious God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have lived only

for the present, without regard for generations to come. We have sought the realms of this
world, rather than your promised reign of justice and peace. Have mercy on us, forgive our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 

P: How blessed are those whose sins are forgiven. In the mercy of almighty God, I announce to you
the entire forgiveness of your sins. In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen
 

ENTRANCE  RITE
 

Entrance Hymn



 

Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie (sung in unison)



Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

 

P: Let us pray.
ALL: O God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul you have caused the light of the gospel to

shine throughout the world. Grant that we may follow his example and be witnesses to the
truth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

 

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD
 

First Lesson - Acts 9:1-22
  

Three times the book of Acts describes Paul’s conversion. This telling, coming between Philip
with the Ethiopian and Cornelius’s conversion, sets the stage for extending the gospel to the Gentiles.

  

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?”
The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will
be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they
heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could
see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight and neither
ate nor drank.



10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here
I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how
much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke
your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before gentiles
and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some
food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues,
saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem
among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief
priests?” 22Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus
was the Messiah.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67 (sung in unison)
   

This psalm is a prayer for God’s graciousness and saving power, and a bidding of praise for the Lord’s justice and bounty.
 

1May God be merciful to | us and bless us,
show us the light of his countenance, and | come to us.

2Let your ways be known | upon earth,
your saving health a- | mong all nations.

3Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.

4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations | upon earth.

5Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.

6The earth has brought | forth her increase;
may God, our own God, give | us his blessing.

7May God give | us his blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in | awe of him.

Second Lesson - Galatians 1:11-24
    

Here Paul himself tells of the prologue to his becoming the great apostle to the Gentiles.

He admits his former blindness, seeing the contrast as an avenue for the greater glory of God.
 

Paul writes: 11I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin,
12for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

13You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God and was trying
to destroy it. 14I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more zealous for the
traditions of my ancestors. 15But when the one who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace was
pleased 16to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the gentiles, I did not confer with any human, 17nor did
I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterward I
returned to Damascus.

18Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days, 19but I did not see any
other apostle except James the Lord’s brother. 20In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! 21Then I went into the
regions of Syria and Cilicia, 22and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; 23they only heard
it said, “The one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24And they glorified
God because of me.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Alleluia Verse

 

 

Holy Gospel - Luke 21:10-19
 

P:     The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.

The third gospel contains several short apocalyptic passages, which helped to encourage readers who, in the decades
after the resurrection, were experiencing persecution for their faith. Paul had found himself on both sides of such persecution.

  
10Jesus said to the disciples, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom;11there will be great

earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons,

and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and
friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head
will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

 

Sermon Pastor Roberts

 silence for reflection

Hymn of the Day

\



 

The Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the

triune God whom we belove:    
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of

the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs. 
 

A: Grant humility to your Church, O God, that we honor the testimonies of those who seem unlikely
witnesses to your work. Remove from us all prejudice, opening us to wisdom that challenges and
extends more widely the Church’s ministry. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: Bless the earth and bring forth its increase. Rescue lands from famine and disease. Help us send
aid to places rebuilding after earthquakes and storms, and support the work of scientists,
conservationists, and all who seek to preserve the goodness of creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: Nation rises against nation, O God, even as we pray for your peace. Bring an end to international
conflicts and religious persecution. Help us ensure fair and equitable treatment in courts of law.
Give integrity to legislators and those who enforce the law. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Show us the depths of your mercy through the work of caregivers, advocates, and health care
workers. Give strength and patience to those who accompany others through times of illness,
uncertainty, or pain. Help us bring your saving health to those in need. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 



A: We thank you for gifts of food, water, and nourishment. Bless farmers and restaurant workers,
bakers and grocery store workers, food pantry volunteers and family members who cook daily
meals. Encourage us to share food with those who are hungry, that they regain their strength.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: We praise you for the saints, especially Paul, and for all who have been transformed by your love
and power. Lead us by their endurance and example. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen
 

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering

Offertory Anthem    O Love That Will Not Let Me Go Carson Cooman
(b. 1982)

 

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my tired soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller, be.

   

O Light that follows me all my way, I give my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer, be.

   

O Joy that seeks me through the pain, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain, that morn shall tearless be!

Offertory

 



Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. God our provider,
C: you have not fed us with bread alone but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these

your gifts which we receive from your bounty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

Proper Preface and Sanctus

 

Eucharistic Prayer



Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen   

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei

Hymns



Post -Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Hymn



Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your

Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread
for the hungry; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word    arr. Dieterich Buxtehude

Z   Z   Z



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
  

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
January 25   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  1:00 p.m. Pastor’s Information Class
  4:00 p.m. Epiphany Procession Service (at St. John’s Episcopal Church)

  5:00 p.m. Senior Youth (grades nine-twelve)

  6:00 p.m. International Dinner
     

Monday,   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
January 26   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  7:00 p.m. Connecting with God (via Zoom) - Know God - Know Self
   

Tuesday,   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal   
January 27  
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion
January 28   7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal   
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)  
January 29 11:00 a.m. Discussion Group - Living the Questions
  

Friday,   7:00 a.m. Breakfast Series - The Bible With and Without Jesus     
January 30    8:00 a.m. Matins (Morning Prayer)

   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
  9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class       
11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - Miracles and Wonders

  5:15 p.m. Holy Trinity Dinner & Holy Communion at Westminster Canterbury 
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
February 1   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  4:00 p.m. Organ Recital; Bill Greene, organist 

  4:00 p.m. Junior Youth (grades six - eight)

  6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (grades six - eight)

 
The candles are given to the glory of God by Sherri and Jeff Fleck

in honor of Kim, Ian, and Matt’s birthdays.
 

 

  

The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
German Mass by Franz Peter Schubert, adapted by Richard Proulx. © Copyright 1985 and 1989 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Chicago, Illinois. All rights reserved.

Used with permission.
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
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