SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 24, 2022

In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to
believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is
hard to believe, the gospel according to John will provide sign after sign celebrating our Lord’s victory
over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Christ will return to us again and again in the mystery
of the Holy Communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence and offering us his peace.

Prelude

O filii et filiae
(O Sons and Daughters of the King, Hymn 139)

ENTRANCE RITE
Entrance Hymn

arr. Jean François Dandrieu
(1682-1738)

Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P:
Let us pray.
ALL: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen
Son. By your Spirit’s breath, revive our faith in your mercy and strengthen us to be the
body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson - Acts 5:27–32
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus of Nazareth's death and resurrection. His response to the charges
of the high priest summarizes the early church's proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance.
27

When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, "We
gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined
to bring this man's blood on us." 29But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority.
30
The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand
as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things,
and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him."
L: The word of the Lord.

Psalm 118:14-29

C: Thanks be to God.

(sung in unison)

This psalm is a festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and deliverance.
14

The LORD is my strength | and my song,
and he has become | my salvation.
15
There is a sound of exulta- | tion and victory
in the tents | of the righteous:
16
“The right hand of the | LORD has triumphed!
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the | LORD has triumphed!”
17
I shall not | die, but live,
and declare the works | of the LORD.
18
The LORD has pun- | ished me sorely,
but he did not hand me o- | ver to death.

19

Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; I will offer thanks | to the LORD.
20
“This is the gate | of the LORD;
he who is righ- | teous may enter.”
21
I will give thanks to you, for you | answered me
and have become | my salvation.
22
The same stone which the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23
This is | the LORD’s doing,
and it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24
On this day the | LORD has acted;
we will rejoice and be | glad in it.
25
Hosanna, | LORD, hosanna!
LORD, send us | now success.
26
Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the LORD;
we bless you from the house | of the LORD.
27
God is the LORD; he has | shined upon us;
form a procession with branches up to the horns | of the altar.
28
“You are my God, and | I will thank you;
you are my God, and I | will exalt you.”
29
Give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;
his mercy en- | dures forever.

Second Lesson - Revelation 1:4–8
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a Christian prophet named John.
Here, he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.
4

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the
clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is
to be. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel - John 20:19–31
The risen Christ appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
However, one of their number is missing and his pragmatic realism prompts another visit from the risen Lord.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with
you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."
22
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained." 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the
Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not

doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Sermon
Think for a moment about where you experience LOVE in your life. Think for a moment about where
you experience FEAR.
Love and fear. The Australian artist, philosopher, and poet Michael Leunig writes:
There are only two feelings, love and fear:
There are only two languages, love and fear:
There are only two activities, love and fear:
There are only two motives, two procedures,
two frameworks, two results, love and fear,
Love and fear.
We see both LOVE and FEAR at work in our gospel reading this morning as we hear the familiar story
of Thomas, who has been maligned by many down through history as “Doubting” Thomas. As this
parable of fear and love begins, fear is winning. The disciples – minus Thomas – are gathered behind
locked doors. The previous Friday, they had experienced the gruesome state execution of their friend
and teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, and they feared that the authorities would do the same to them if they
were apprehended. Their hope is gone. So, in FEAR, they have locked themselves away. Under cover
of darkness, the room in which they are gathered essentially becomes a closed “tomb.”
Yet, as the Easter hymn “Now the Green Blade Rises” proclaims, “love will come again like wheat
arising green.” Love DOES come. Love comes in the most astounding of ways as the huddled disciples
experience the wounded, yet risen Christ in the midst of their fear. He comes to offer peace. He comes
to offer love. He comes to breathe on them the breath of God – spiritual CPR, if you will. He comes to
break and conquer the power of fear that is paralyzing them.
Thomas, however, is the odd man out. He needs more than hearsay before he can wrap his mind
around fanciful tales of a resurrected Jesus. Thomas – with his “if I see it I will believe it” kind of mind –
only wants what any one of us would want: empirical, hard evidence – something he can see and know
as real. He wants confirmation of what he so fervently hopes in his heart of hearts is true. When Thomas
finally has his own encounter with the risen Christ a week later, the gospel writer portrays Thomas letting
loose with a rousing, “My Lord and my God!” confession of trust.
There are only two languages: love and fear.
How difficult it is for US today – living as we do in a fear-saturated world – to trust in the truth of the
resurrection and God’s miracle of conquering love. Aren’t we, most days at least, like Thomas? However,
like Thomas, our questioning should not be seen as a lack of trust and faith but rather as a deep and
abiding desire to KNOW God more fully – and to BE KNOWN by God more deeply. God is not
diminished by our questioning or doubts. God is the holy and grace-filled One who – in Christ Jesus –
conquers fear with love, the One who conquers darkness with light, the One who conquers death with
life!
There are only two motives: love and fear.
In our world today – with all its divisiveness, poverty, hatred, violence, and war – many people wonder
about where God is in all of this. Some even ask if God exists. However, our times, our challenges, as
a human species are not greatly different than the times in which Jesus of Nazareth lived. War,
oppression, violence, poverty – all were rampant then as well. Yet, the early church grew rapidly because
people could SEE how the followers of the risen Christ LOVED one another. As we know from the book
of Acts, the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection not only in words, but in actions.

The message of Easter – as Thomas and the disciples discovered – is that God’s LOVE conquers
death and pain and fear. The risen Christ shows up with his wounds, giving the disciples the power to
forgive and to heal. They go from abject fear and sadness to a JOY that was to infect the entire world
with LOVE, as the breath of the Holy Spirit empowered and sent them forth from that locked room to give
witness to the resurrection – in words AND actions. They took their wounded selves into the world to
share the Good News of the Gospel first breathed into them. The risen Christ offered them peace, not
safety, for, according to tradition, each of those disciples would, indeed, eventually be martyred for their
witness to the risen Christ.
This morning, we, too, are given the power of God’s unconditional love in Word and Sacrament. The
Good News in today’s reading from the gospel according to John is that fear and death do NOT have
the last word. LOVE does. May that LOVE overcome our fears, disappointments, failures, losses, and
all those things that have a way of making a tomb in the space of our head, or our body, or our
relationships, or our community, or our world. May we, this day in our mind’s eye, see the wounds of the
risen Christ and hear him calling US to follow him in love and service to the world. May we, with Thomas,
cry out, “My Lord, and my God!” Given the choice of LOVE or FEAR, may WE choose LOVE! Amen

Hymn of the Day

Apostles’ Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the
triune God whom we belove:
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
The Prayers
A:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
A:

C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:

C:

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your Church as witnesses of your goodness to go and tell
others of your abundant love, that they may know your salvation and life in Jesus the Christ. God,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with your creation.
Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By your Holy
Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death,
breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and sound, send us
forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord and God.
Following the example of Jesus the Christ, empower us to live according to his ways of justice and
mercy. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
ALL: Amen

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

Offering
Offertory Anthem

O Sons and Daughters of the King

Paul Sjolund
(b. 1935)

O sons and daughters of the King, Whom heavenly hosts in glory sing,
Today the grave has lost its sting: Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
On this most holy day of days To God your hearts and voices raise
In songs of joy and shouts of praise: Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
And we the holy Church unite, As evermore is just and right,
In glory to the King of light.

O sons and daughters of the King, Whom heavenly hosts in Glory sing,
Today the grave has lost its sting: Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
(Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, translated John Mason Neale)

Offertory

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving

P:

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you
for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Communion with our Risen Lord

Hymns

Post -Communion Blessing
P:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C:
Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A:
Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed
with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen

Benediction

Hymn

Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen

(tune: Praise, My Soul)

1

Rise, O Church, like Christ arisen,
from this meal of love and grace;
may we through such love envision
whose we are, and whose, our praise.
Alleluia, alleluia;
God, the wonder of our days.

3

Rise, remember well the future
God has called us to receive;
present by God's loving nurture,
Spirited then let us live.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Spirit, grace by whom we live.

2

Rise, transformed, and choose to follow
after Christ, though wounded, whole;
broken, shared, our lives are hallowed
to release and to console.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Christ, our present, past, and goal.

4

Service be our sure vocation;
courage be our daily breath;
mercy be our destination
from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Rise, O Church, a living faith.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Dismissal
A:
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Carillon

Z

Z

Jean François Dandrieu

Z

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
April 24

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
afternoon
6:00 p.m.

Monday,
April 25

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.

Wednesday,
April 27

12:10 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School for all ages
Service of Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Youth (canoeing on the James)
Worship Service (via YouTube)
“Third” Sunday Program on the Fourth
Strength & Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class
Service of Holy Communion
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Thursday,
April 28

9:00 a.m.

Parish Nurse Available (until 10:00 a.m.)

Friday,
April 29

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class

Sunday,
May 1

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
afternoon
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion and Rite of Confirmation
Sunday Church School for all ages
Service of Holy Communion
Coffee Hour Reception for Confirmands
Worship Service (via YouTube)
Holy Trinity Youth
Nibblin’ & Sippin’

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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