
In Deuteronomy, God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses who will speak for God; in
Psalm 111, God shows the people the power of God's works. For the Church, these are ways
of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus of Nazareth’s actions and words.
We encounter that authority in God's word, around which we gather, the word that prevails
over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow the risen Christ. 

  

                FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

January 28, 2024

 

Prelude Prelude and Fugue in E Minor J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be God –  Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures

forever.
C: Amen
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, the whole company of heaven, and our sisters and
brothers in this community.

   

silence for reflection
 

P: Holy and gracious God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have lived only

for the present, without regard for generations to come. We have sought the realms of this
world, rather than your promised reign of justice and peace. Have mercy on us, forgive our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 

P: How blessed are those whose sins are forgiven. In the mercy of almighty God, I announce to you
the entire forgiveness of your sins. In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen
 

ENTRANCE  RITE
 

Entrance Hymn



 
Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie (sung in unison)

Hymn of Praise



 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

 

P: Let us pray.
ALL: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen

 

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD
 

First Lesson - Deuteronomy 18:15–20
  

Today's reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community
as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here, Moses assures the people that God will continue

to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.
  

15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet.
16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice
of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die." 17Then the LORD replied to me: "They are right
in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the
mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or
who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak — that prophet shall die."
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 111 (sung in unison)
   

This psalm is a song of praise to the mighty and awesome Lord who is steadfast and full of compassion.
  

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart,*
in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation.

2Great are the deeds | of the LORD!*
They are studied by all who de- | light in them.
3His work is full of majes- | ty and splendor,*

and his righteousness en- | dures forever.
4He makes his marvelous works to | be remembered;*

the LORD is gracious and full | of compassion.



5He gives food to | those who fear him;*
he is ever mindful | of his covenant.

6He has shown his people the power | of his works*
in giving them the lands | of the nations.

7The works of his hands are faithful- | ness and justice;*
all his command- | ments are sure.

8They stand fast forev- | er and ever,*
because they are done in | truth and equity.

9He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his cove- | nant forever;*
holy and awesome | is his name.

10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom;*
those who act accordingly have a good understanding. His praise en- | dures forever.

Second Lesson - 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
      

Paul is concerned about how some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to engage
in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable, believers.

Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause a sister or brother to sin.
 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." Knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God
is known by him.

4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "no idol in the world really exists," and that "there is no
God but one." 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth — as in fact there are many gods and
many lords — 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they
still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not bring
us close to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple
of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So
by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of
your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling,
I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (The congregation sings the refrain (R) as indicated.)

 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has anointed me to preach good news. (R)

Holy Gospel - Mark 1:21-28
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.



The story has barely begun, and already the battle is joined. Jesus of Nazareth sides with humanity against every force
that would bring death and disease. These forces recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them.

This, however, is only the first fight. The war will go on much longer.
  

21Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man
with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God."
25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" 26And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching — with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28At once his fame
began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

 

Sermon Pastor Roberts
 

silence for reflection

Hymn of the Day

 



The Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim

the triune God whom we belove:    
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand

of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs. 
  

A: Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority builds up your
Church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and model your
inclusive ways. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural spaces
are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the earth. God of
grace,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that they lead
with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be upright in their ways.
God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.
  

A: Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known rejection, any who
struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access to safe housing or health
care, and any who suffer. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.
  

A: Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its educators
and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out your example of
accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.
  

A: Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in the Church
and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.



Offering

Offertory Anthem Hallelujah, Amen, from Judas Maccabeus G. F. Handel
  (1685-1759)

 

Hallelujah, amen. O Judah, rejoice in songs divine! With cherubim and seraphim harmonious join.

Offertory

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. God our provider,
C: you have not fed us with bread alone but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these

your gifts which we receive from your bounty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving



Proper Preface and Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen   

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei



Hymn

Post -Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Hymn

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your

Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread
for the hungry; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen



Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praeludium in G Major J. S. Bach

Z   Z   Z

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Helene Mann
in honor of the Holy Trinity Women’s Sewing Group.

 
The candles are given to the glory of God by Chris and Leonard Pickle

in memory of the Pickle and Eilert families.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
  

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
January 28   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  2:00 p.m. Pastor’s Information Class
  5:00 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth Bowling Party (meet at AMF Lanes)

  6:00 p.m. International Dinner
   

Monday,   9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
January 29   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  6:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study & Dinner (Youth House)

  7:00 p.m. Bible Study - Seeing the Bible as Your Story (via Zoom) 
  

Tuesday,   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal
January 30  
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion     
January 31   5:30 p.m. Winter Seminar - The Passion of Jesus: The Way and The Kingdom

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal    
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

February 1 11:00 a.m. Discussion Group - Entering the Passion of Jesus:
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week

 

Friday,   9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class      
February 2   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - Eye of the Heart:
A Spiritual Journey into the Imaginal Realm

 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Altar Guild
February 3
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
February 4   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

  9:30 a.m. Holy Trinity Youth
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

11:30 a.m. World Hunger Soup Luncheon
  6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class  

  

 

The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
German Mass by Franz Peter Schubert, adapted by Richard Proulx. © Copyright 1985 and 1989 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Chicago, Illinois. All rights reserved.

Used with permission.
Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
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