
Today is traditionally called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus of Nazareth is called the
“gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life.
He anoints our heads with oil and comes to us in the waters of Holy Baptism. Each
week, he spreads a feast before us in the midst of the world’s violence and war. We go
forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.

    

   FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 26, 2026

   

Prelude Praeludium in D Minor   Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
     

ENTRANCE  RITE

Hymn

 

Easter Acclamation & Apostolic Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
 

Hymn of Praise





Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
ALL: O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of

death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD
 

First Lesson - Acts 2:42-47
    

Today's reading is a description of life in the community following Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost,
when the Spirit was poured out upon God's people. This new community is founded on the teachings

of the apostles and sustained in the breaking of the bread.
    
42The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were
together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as
any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with
glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (sung in unison)
  

The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and is generous and merciful.
 

The LORD | is my shepherd;*
I shall not | be in want.

2He makes me lie down | in green pastures*
and leads me be- | side still waters.

3He re- | vives my soul*
and guides me along right pathways | for his name's sake.

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;*
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

 5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me;*
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.



6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

Second Lesson - 1 Peter 2:19–25
 

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships,
rejection, or even suffering. Here, Jesus the Christ is presented as the model for our path of

endurance and loyalty to God, particularly in the midst of adversity.
 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten
for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. 21For
to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his
steps.

22"He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth."
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the

one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 

 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
 

   L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (The congregation sings the refrain (R) as indicated.)

`

 

Holy Gospel - John 10:1-10
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.

Jesus of Nazareth uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership.
Good shepherds bring people to life through the Christ, but those who avoid him are dangerous to the flock.

 

Jesus said: "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and
the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers." 6Jesus used this figure of speech with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves
and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly."



P: The Gospel of the Lord.

  

Sermon Pastor Roberts

Hymn of the Day

Apostles’ Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the

triune God whom we belove:    

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand

of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



The Prayers
A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs. 
  

A: Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your Church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of
your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our
hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human
rights. Help us bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or
vengeance. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured.
Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community
where all are cared for and honored. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At
our end, bring us, with them, into your eternal presence. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

P:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offertory Anthem Loving Shepherd  J. S. Bach
 (1685-1750)

 

Loving shepherd, comfort and guide us, Keep us in thy tender care.
And in thy mercy stay beside us, Safely thy lambs now gather,

Bring us in faith together, And thy pastures now prepare.
   

And when I walk with darkness around me, Thou art near and I will fear no ill.
So with thy love and kindness surround me, Goodness and mercy bringing,

From living water springing, Lord of Love grant me thy comfort still.



Offertory
 

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
ALL: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving



Proper Preface

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei



Hymns



Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have
fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen

Benediction



Hymn

Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Praeludium in F Major Johann Pachelbel

[   [   [

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Sally and Jeff Schneider
in honor of Sally’s aunt, Betty Peters, on her 104th birthday.

The candles are given to the glory of God by Ann Mitchell
in memory of her father, E. Wayland Mitchell, Sr.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
  

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
April 26   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School 

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube
 

Monday,    9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
April 27   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class  
 

Tuesday,   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal
April 28    
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion     
April 29   7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)  
April 30
 

Friday,    9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
May 1    9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Altar Guild  
May 2   
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
May 3   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  2:00 p.m. Pastor’s Information Class   
  5:00 p.m. Senior Youth (grades nine - twelve)

  6:00 p.m. Nibblin’ & Sippin’

   

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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