
Our reading today from Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel.
Today’s gospel reading is the Matthean account of the birth of the One named Emmanuel, God-with-us.
During these final days in Advent, we pray and sing “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn
based on ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. We prepare to celebrate
the birth of the One born to save us from the power of sin and death.

  

                FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
                             

December 21, 2025

 

Prelude Pastorale Michael Mazzatenta
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming arr. Michael E. Kastner
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Hal Hopson

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: Let us prepare to welcome the Christ by turning from our sin and seeking God’s tender mercy

and compassion.
silence for reflection

 

P: Almighty God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and against our sisters and brothers. Our

words and deeds have not proclaimed your reign of justice and truth. We have failed to
watch and pray for the signs of your advent among us. Forgive our sin and come quickly
to save us. Amen

P: In the advent of the Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with light and healing. Through
Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon you ] and forgives you all your sins.

C: Amen

ENTRANCE  RITE
 

Entrance Hymn



Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie



(The Hymn of Praise is omitted during Advent because of the reflective, preparatory nature of the season.)

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
ALL: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD
 
First Lesson - Isaiah 7:10-16

  

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presents a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decides
to secure his throne and kingdom by asking mighty Assyria for help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts

to establish security will only fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel – God-with-us!
  
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz
said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land
before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted." 
  

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 (sung in unison)
   

This is a psalm of lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel,
that God will turn away divine anger and restore the people.

   

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;*
shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh,*

stir up your strength and | come to help us.
3Restore us, O | God of hosts;*

show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be saved.
4O LORD | God of hosts,*

how long will you be angered despite the prayers | of your people?
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears;*
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.

6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,*
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.

7Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be saved.

16Let your hand be upon the man of | your right hand,*
the son of man you have made so strong | for yourself.

17And so will we never turn a- | way from you;*
give us life, that we may call up- | on your name.

18Restore us, O LORD | God of hosts;*
show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be saved.



Second Lesson - Romans 1:1-7
  

Most of the followers of the risen Christ in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter's opening, he introduces himself as an apostle
divinely appointed to spread God's gospel. The gospel's content is the promised coming of the Christ, and Paul's mission is to bring

about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.
  

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through
his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and
was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our
Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God's beloved in Rome, who
are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse

Holy Gospel - Matthew 1:18-25
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.

 

The story of Jesus of Nazareth’s birth in the gospel according to Matthew focuses
on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David

and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means "God saves."
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned
to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means,
"God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,
25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

 



Sermon Pastor Roberts

silence for reflection

Hymn of the Day

The Apostles’ Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the

triune God whom we belove:    
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand

of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



The Prayers
A:     Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs.
 

A: In the anticipation of these days, O God, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits through
the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we proclaim your advent among
us. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts with wonder
as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
  

A: You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice and care for the
common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces of our neighbors. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt overwhelms us,
come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the challenges of depression, or who are
ill. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities of support.
Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide safety for all children and
those who care for them. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service. Strengthen our
earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we are held in your in love for all
eternity. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering

Offertory Anthem The Linden Tree
Fourteenth century carol

arr. Crawford Thoburn (b. 1933)
 

In heaven stood a linden tree With pure white flowers laden;
Yet not a bloom was fair as she, Sweet Mary, chosen maiden.

Great Gabriel, God’s angel bright, From high above came winging
To one, the purest in God’s sight, A joyful message bringing.

   

“Hail Mary, blessed virgin mild, With God you have found favor,
You shall conceive and bear a child, To all the world a Savior.”

“My soul does magnify the Lord! I am His servant lowly;
Be all according to His word,” Said Mary, meek and holy.



  Away the angel flew to share The news of Mary’s duty;
And heaven rejoiced that she would bear The Blossom of all Beauty.

Offertory

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
ALL: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving



P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen   

Communion with our Risen Lord



Hymns



Post -Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer for Advent
A: Let us pray.
C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will

be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Benediction



Hymn 

 

Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

 

Postlude Joy to the World! arr. J. William Greene

]   ]   ]

The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God by Karen & Eric Kenny
in memory of Ione Fischer.

 

The candles are given to the glory of God by Terri & Dean Campbell
in honor of their fifty-fourth wedding anniversary.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
December 21   9:30 a.m. Children’s Nativity Rehearsal & Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

12:30 p.m. Senior Youth (grades nine - twelve)   
  3:00 p.m. Youth Caroling

  

Monday,   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
December 22   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

Wednesday,  12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 
December 24   5:15 p.m. Prelude and Christmas Carol Sing

  5:30 p.m. Festival Candlelight Service of Holy Communion
and Children’s Nativity

10:45 p.m. Prelude and Christmas Carol Sing
11:00 p.m. Festival Candlelight Service of Holy Communion 

with Livestream via YouTube
 

Thursday and Friday Church Office Closed
 

Sunday, 10:15 a.m. Prelude and Christmas Carol Sing
December 28 10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion and Chrismons & Carols for Christmas

with Livestream via YouTube

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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