
Historically, the season of Lent is a time of study and preparation for those to be baptized at
the Easter Vigil. In today's gospel, Jesus of Nazareth tells Nicodemus that he must be born
of water and Spirit. We are given a new birth at the font as daughters and sons of God. As
God made a covenant with Abraham, in Holy Baptism God promises to raise us up with
Christ to new life. We are sent forth from worship to proclaim God's love for all the world.

   

 

           THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
 

March 1, 2026

   

 
 

Prelude  Dorian Chorale Jehan Alain
(1911-1940)

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
 

(The confession is led from the baptismal font as a reminder that repentance is a return to baptism.)
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
 
  

silence for reflection
 

P: God of steadfast love,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have

wandered from your ways. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to
forgive those who have sinned against us. Have mercy on us, create in us new hearts, and
restore to us the joy of your salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. May
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life everlasting. 

C: Amen

ENTRANCE  RITE

Hymn



 

Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

 

(The Hymn of Praise is omitted during Lent because of the penitential nature of the season.)

 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day

 

P: Let us pray.
ALL: O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as

your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 



LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD

First Lesson - Genesis 12:1–4a
    

God's call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing.
As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation.

    

The LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show
you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 (sung in unison)
  

This is a song of trust in the Lord, the unsleeping guardian of Israel.
 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills;*
from where is my | help to come?

 
2My help comes | from the LORD,*
the maker of heav- | en and earth.

3He will not let your | foot be moved*
and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep.

4Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel*
shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep;

  
5the LORD himself watches | over you;*

the LORD is your shade at | your right hand,
6so that the sun shall not strike | you by day,*

nor the | moon by night.
7The LORD shall preserve you | from all evil;*

it is he who shall | keep you safe.
8The LORD shall watch over your going out and your | coming in,*

from this time forth for- | evermore.

Second Lesson - Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
 

In the person and example of Abraham, we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning
a reward from God but entails trusting God's promises. Abraham is the forebear and model

for both Jews and Gentiles, because we, too, trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and
it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due.
5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 13For the promise
that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness
of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants,
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it
is written, "I have made you the father of many nations") — in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
 

   L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Lenten Verse

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. (R)

Holy Gospel - John 3:1-17
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus of Nazareth by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject.
Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and
be born?"  5Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 8The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 9Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 10Jesus
answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of
what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him."

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

  

Sermon Pastor Roberts



Hymn God Loved the World (tune: Rockingham Old)

1 God loved the world so that he gave
his only Son, the lost to save,
that all who would in him believe
should everlasting life receive.

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
who was made flesh and suffered death;
all who confide in Christ alone
are built on this chief cornerstone.

 

3 If you are sick, if death is near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer;
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
that is the firmest ground of faith.

 

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
forgives all sins which you have done,
and justified by Jesus’ blood,
your baptism grants the highest good.

 

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.

The Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the

triune God whom we belove:
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

 

The Prayers
A:      Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs.
 

A: Faithful God, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of artists and
musicians throughout the ages, give your Church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear
us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your
goodness. Help us preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who
labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the flourishing
of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us,
O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

 



A: Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Help us declare your word of acceptance to
any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. May we tend to
all who are struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new
members in this congregation and accompany those who have moved away to journey
elsewhere. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you for
our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your love.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

P:   Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
 
Offering
 
Offertory Anthem       I Lift My Eyes Unto the Hills Mark Schweizer

(1956-2019)

I lift my eyes unto the hills; from whence cometh my help?
My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

                                                                                                       (Psalm 121:1-2)

Offertory
 



Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. God of all creation, 
C: all you have made is good and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the

earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving

Proper Preface

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer



Lord’s Prayer

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei



Hymns



Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
 

Post-Communion Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image
   

On my heart imprint your image,
Blessed Jesus, king of grace,

That life’s troubles nor its pleasures
Ever may your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be:

Jesus crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation,

All my glory and salvation!
 

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that
we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and
above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen

Benediction

 

Hymn Lift High the Cross

Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

 

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign.
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

 

3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

 

4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain

  

5 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. 
  

Postlude Prelude in C Major Gustav Merkel (1827-1885)



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
     

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
March 1   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  2:00 p.m. Jewish-Christian Text Study
  5:00 p.m. Senior Youth (grades nine - twelve)

  6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (grades six - eight) 
      

Monday,   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class  
March 2   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  7:00 p.m. Connecting with God (via Zoom) - Know God - Know Self
   

Tuesday,   1:00 p.m. Bible Study - 1 John   
March 3   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal  
   

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion
March 4   5:30 p.m. Winter Seminar - The Bible Tells Me So

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers   
  7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal   

 

Thursday, 11:00 a.m. Sermon Discussion Group
March 5
  

Friday,   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class  
March 6   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class       

11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - The Four Vision Quests of Jesus
 

Saturday 10:00 a.m. Altar Guild
March 7 11:00 a.m. Youth leave for Virginia Synod 7th Day Event
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion and Home Communion
March 8   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School 

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

and Home Communion   
  1:30 p.m. Youth return from Virginia Synod 7th Day Event
  6:00 p.m. God In Film - The Son

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Helene Mann
in honor of the Holy Trinity Women‘s Sewing Group.

 
The candles are given to the glory of God by Deb Serio

in loving memory of Bill Belcher on his birthday.

   

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
1000 Langhorne Road

Lynchburg, Virginia 24503

Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity
President: Deb Serio

Organist-Choirmaster: J. William Greene
Parish Administrator: Carol Dee Robertson

Parish Nurse: Gail Midkiff

Pastor: Dennis S. Roberts
Director of Youth and Campus Ministries:

Susan H. Williams
Sextons: Linda Woody and Patricia Wiggington

Church Office: 434-384-8441          email: office@holytrinitylynchburg.org          www.holytrinitylynchburg.org


