
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we explore the mystery of Christ's
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel according to John. Today, we gather with the disciples on
the evening of the resurrection, and the risen Christ breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas, we ask for
a sign, and our Lord offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. We are transformed from frightened
individuals into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing with others.

    

     SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 7, 2024

   

Prelude O Sons and Daughters of the King 
(Hymn 139) arr. Jean-François Dandrieu (1682-1738)

 

     

ENTRANCE  RITE

Hymn



Easter Acclamation & Apostolic Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
 

 

Hymn of Praise





Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
ALL: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of

Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD

First Lesson - Acts 4:32–35
  

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the early Christ-following community
shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.

  
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 (sung in unison)
  

The psalmist sings a prayer for unity.
 

Oh, how good and pleas- | ant it is,*
when brethren live togeth- | er in unity!

2It is like fine oil up- | on the head*
that runs down up- | on the beard,

3upon the | beard of Aaron,*
and runs down upon the collar | of his robe.

4It is like the | dew of Hermon*
that falls upon the | hills of Zion.

  5For there the LORD has or- | dained the blessing:*
life for- | evermore.

Second Lesson - 1 John 1:1—2:2
  

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality
has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Jesus of Nazareth's death so that we live

in fellowship with Christ and walk in God's light.
  

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you what we have
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have



fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My
little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world. 
 

   L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse

 

Holy Gospel - John 20:19–31
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

The risen Christ appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. However,
one of their number is missing and Thomas’ pragmatic realism prompts another visit from the risen Lord.

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.
23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark
of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe."

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe."

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

  



Sermon Pastor Roberts

silence for reflection
 

Hymn of the Day

The Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the

triune God whom we belove:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers 
A:      Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs.
 

A: Your Church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw near to
us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to your
love. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.



A: Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Help us nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and
all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and
nurture plants into life. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and other
first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every person, that
no one may need to live in fear. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for an end
to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We pray for all who
are suffering or in pain, as you work through us to be your hands and feet to minister to their
needs. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians,
administrators and other staff, and faithful lay servants who facilitated Holy Week and Easter
worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

A: Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you. Grant us your peace
amid our fears. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
 

P:   Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
 

Offering
 

Offertory Anthem Doubting Thomas arr. Mark Schweizer
 

O sons and daughters, let us sing!
The King of heaven, the glorious King,

O’er death and hell rose triumphing. Alleluia! Alleluia!
  

When Thomas first the tidings heard,
How they had seen the risen Lord,

He doubted the disciple’s word. Alleluia! Alleluia!
  

My pierced side, O Thomas, see;
My hands, my feet, I show to thee;

Not faithless but believing be. Alleluia! Alleluia!
  

No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;

“Thou art my Lord and God,” he cried. Alleluia! Alleluia!
  

How blest are they who have not seen,
And yet whose faith hath constant been,

For they eternal life shall win. Alleluia! Alleluia!
 

(text: Jean Tisserand, fifteenth century, trans. John Mason Neale)



Offertory
 

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
ALL: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

Proper Preface



Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei



Hymns

Come, Let Us Eat

1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together,
Our Lord’s body let us take together.

2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together,
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together.

3 In his presence now we meet and rest,
In his presence now we meet and rest.
In the presence of our Lord we gather,
In the presence of our Lord we gather.

4 Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word,
Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.
Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom,
Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930. st. 4, alt.;
tr. Margaret D. Miller, b, 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.
Tune: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925

Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen



Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have
fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen

Benediction

Hymn



Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude O Sons and Daughters of the King arr. Healey Willan
(1880-1968)

Z   Z   Z

The altar flowers and the candles are given to the glory of God
by Mae Derrick

in honor of Carrie Wisman’s ninety-sixth birthday.

   



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
  

Sunday,      8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion  
April 7    9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School for all ages

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (at La Carreta on Langhorne Road)

  6:00 p.m. Nibblin’ and Sippin’

Monday,    9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
April 8   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  6:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study & Dinner (Youth House)  

Tuesday,   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal
April 9   7:00 p.m. Church Council    

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. Women’s Sewing Group     
April 10 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)  
April 11

Friday,    9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
April 12   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class   

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion and Home Communion 
April 14   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

and Home Communion
  4:00 p.m. Organ Recital
  5:00 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth 

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
1000 Langhorne Road

Lynchburg, Virginia 24503

Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity
President: Eric R. Kenny

Organist-Choirmaster: J. William Greene
Parish Administrator: Carol Dee Robertson

Parish Nurse: Gail Midkiff

Pastor: Dennis S. Roberts
Director of Youth and Campus Ministries:

Susan H. Williams
Sextons: Linda Woody and Patricia Wiggington

Church Office: 434-384-8441          email: office@holytrinitylynchburg.org          www.holytrinitylynchburg.org


