
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts
is ominous. However, the baptized know how to live in the “meantimes.” The baptized are
strengthened for the living of these days in Word and Sacrament. The baptized rally around
the invitation of the apostle: “Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.”

   

         TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

November 16, 2025

Prelude When Peace, like a River arr. Craig Phillips
(b. 1961)

 
Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be God –  Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures

forever.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, the whole company of heaven, and our sisters and

brothers in this community.
 

silence for reflection
 

P: Holy and gracious God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have lived only

for the present, without regard for generations to come. We have sought the realms of this
world, rather than your promised reign of justice and peace. Have mercy on us, forgive our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: How blessed are those whose sins are forgiven. In the mercy of almighty God, I announce to you
the entire forgiveness of your sins. In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen
 

ENTRANCE  RITE
 

Entrance Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

 

Hymn of Praise 



Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
C: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy.

Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what
is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD
 
First Lesson - Malachi 4:1-2a
     

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the Lord is coming. On that day, the evil will be destroyed
like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who fear God.

  
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall
burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name
the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

  

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98 (sung in unison)
    

This is a song of thanksgiving and praise to the victorious Lord who has made
divine righteousness known and shown faithfulness to the people of God.

 
1Sing to the LORD | a new song,

for he has done | marvelous things.
2With his right hand and his | holy arm
has he won for him- | self the victory.

3The LORD has made | known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight | of the nations.
4He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the | house of Israel,

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
5Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;

lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
6Sing to the LORD | with the harp,

with the harp and the | voice of song.
7With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.

8Let the sea make a noise and all | that is in it,
the lands and those who | dwell therein.

9Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, when he comes to | judge the earth.



10In righteousness shall he | judge the world
and the peo- | ples with equity.

Second Lesson - 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
  

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living
off the generosity of other members of the community. The apostle warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in

idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate
us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor
we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in
order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling
to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now
such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers
and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

  

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Verse

Holy Gospel - Luke 21:5-19
  

P:     The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.

The gospel writer’s presentation of Jesus of Nazareth’s teaching about the last days emphasizes the necessity for responsible behavior
in the interim. Followers of Jesus the Christ will draw strength from their relationship to God

and shall be given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear.
  
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said,
6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”
7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said,
“Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go
after them. 9When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end
will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from
heaven. 12But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and
friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head
will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
 



P: The Gospel of the Lord.

 

Sermon Pastor Roberts
 

silence for reflection

Hymn of the Day



The Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim

the triune God whom we belove:    
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs. 
 

A: God of roots and branches, defend your Church as she proclaims the gospel using discernment,
wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s
call. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power to
nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Help us restore peoples and places experiencing natural
disasters. Strengthen organizations that provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law enforcement
agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up the
common good. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in people who are marginalized or
underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or
oppression. Help us care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

A: God of new song, we lift our voices to sing your praise. Energize us for compassionate service,
and encourage us to build an equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



A: God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. Confident
in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the faithful. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering

Offertory Anthem Spirit Truth, Pure Light of Love Robert J. Powell
(1932-2025)

Spirit truth, pure light of love,
Guiding light of God above;

Make your beacon ours;
Inspire us to shine so all may know

The radiance of the Spirit’s own revealing power.
   

Spirit wind, sweet song of love,
Stirring song of God above,

Make your music ours;
Excite us to sing so all may know

The anthem of the Spirit’s own resounding power.
   

Spirit fire, fierce breath of love,
Blazing breath of God above,

Make your passion ours;
Impel us to live so all may know

The fervor of the Spirit’s own resplendent power.

Offertory



Offertory Prayer and Consecration of Pledges
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
ALL: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. We consecrate to your glory these
our pledges of time, talents, and treasure – our gifts of love and generosity. We pray
that you receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

 

Proper Preface
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise

to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer



Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen   

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei

Hymns



Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Hymn Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
 
    

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from his dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of his teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.

His grace did invite us, his love shall unite us
to work for God's kingdom and answer his call.

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that you welcome us to your table and satisfy our deepest hunger and
thirst. By your gifts of word and holy meal, strengthen us to take up the cross as we go about our
callings in this world, following after Jesus the Christ, our servant Lord. 

C: Amen



Benediction

Hymn

 



Dismissal 
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow arr. Edward L. Good
(b. 1961)

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Carrie Wisman
in memory of Paul Wisman.

    

The candles are given to the glory of God by Karen & Eric Kenny
in memory of Randall Fischer.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
  

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
November 16   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

11:45 a.m. Intermediate and Junior Youth (grades three - eight)

  4:30 p.m. Mission Trip Youth
  5:00 p.m. Thomas Mass
  6:00 p.m. Third Sunday Program 

  

Monday,   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class      
November 17   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  7:00 p.m. Connecting with God (via Zoom) - Know God - Know Self
  

Tuesday,   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal  
November 18   7:00 p.m. Finance Committee   
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 
November 19   5:30 p.m. Wednesday Children’s Ministry (age three - grade five)

  7:00 p.m. Head Usher Meeting
  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal     

    

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

November 20 11:00 a.m. Sermon Discussion Group
 

Friday,   7:00 a.m. Breakfast Series - The Bible With and Without Jesus     
November 21   8:00 a.m. Matins (Morning Prayer)

  9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
  9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - Miracles and Wonders

  6:00 p.m. Youth Depart for Lost & Found Synod Retreat
 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Harvest Food Festival (until 12:00 p.m.)

November 22
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
November 23   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

12:00 p.m. Youth Return from Lost & Found Synod Retreat

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
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