FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
November 27, 2022

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: the Christ is coming! In today’s readings,
both Paul and Jesus of Nazareth challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the
day nor hour of the Lord’s appearing. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly
watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: the Christ comes
among us this day in word and meal to strengthen our faith in the promises of God.

Prelude

Prelude on Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
(Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying)

arr. J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P:
In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen
P:
Let us prepare to welcome the Christ by turning from our sin and seeking God’s tender mercy
and compassion.
silence for reflection

P:
C:

P:
C:

Almighty God,
we confess that we have sinned against you and against our sisters and brothers. Our
words and deeds have not proclaimed your reign of justice and truth. We have failed to
watch and pray for the signs of your advent among us. Forgive our sin and come quickly
to save us. Amen
In the advent of the Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with light and healing. Through
Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon you and forgives you all your sins.
Amen

ENTRANCE RITE
Entrance Hymn

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

(The Hymn of Praise is omitted during Advent because of the reflective, preparatory nature of the season.)

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P:
Let us pray.
ALL: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson - Isaiah 2:1–5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2
In days to come
the mountain of the LORD's house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
L: The word of the Lord.

Psalm 122

C: Thanks be to God.

(sung in unison)
This psalm is a pilgrim’s song of praise and prayer for the peace of Jerusalem.

I was glad when they | said to me,*
"Let us go to the house | of the LORD."
2
Now our | feet are standing*
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city*
that is at unity | with itself;

4

to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,*
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,*
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:*
"May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls*
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For my brethren and com- | panions' sake,*
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God,*
I will seek to | do you good."

Second Lesson - Romans 13:11–14
Paul compares the advent of the Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ's coming in the future.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse

Holy Gospel - Matthew 24:36-44
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.

The gospel writer portrays the Lord’s coming as a sudden, unexpected event to all caught up
in the usual affairs of daily life. He urges people to be alert and expectant.

Jesus said to the disciples, 36"About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be
in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day
43
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Roberts

Apostles’ Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the
triune God whom we belove:
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global Church to the urgent
needs of our time. Help us break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths
in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing
resources and caring for life. Help us guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, you judge the nations. Help us beat our weapons into tools for serving our
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in
the land of Jesus of Nazareth’s birth. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Help us fill those who hunger,
comfort the grieving, and attend to those near death. May we bring help and hope to any who are
sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:
C:
A:

C:

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide us in our work together.
Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission and ministry. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now
rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
ALL: Amen

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

Offering
Offertory Anthem

O Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem

Moonyeen Albrecht
(1936-2020)

O Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls and plenteousness be in thy palaces. O pray for the peace of Jerusalem .
They shall prosper that love thee.
(Psalm 122:6-7)

Offertory

Offertory Prayer and Consecration of Pledges
A: Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, and
our possessions, signs of your gracious love. We consecrate to your glory these our pledges
of time, talents, and treasure – our gifts of love and generosity. We pray that you receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving

P:

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
Communion with our Risen Lord

Hymns

Post -Communion Blessing
P:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C:
Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer for Advent
A:
Let us pray.
C:
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A:
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Fanfare and Toccatina on Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme

arr. J. William Greene

(Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying)

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Wayne Dahlgren and family
in loving memory of Betty Dahlgren.
The candles are given to the glory of God by Ann Mitchell in thanksgiving.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
November 27

8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Advent Wreath Making
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

Monday,
November 28

9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

Tuesday,
November 29

5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m.
November 30 5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion
Evening Devotions (via YouTube)
Church Council
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Thursday,
December 1

9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

Friday,
December 2

9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

Saturday,
December 3

10:00 a.m. Altar Guild

Sunday,
December 4

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School (age three - grade five and adults)
Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube
German Advent Service
Holy Trinity Youth Service Project (meet at Walmart, Old Forest Road)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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