THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 1, 2022
The disciples make a big splash and breakfast with the risen Lord in today’s gospel. Wading in the
water (remembering our Baptism) and eating with the risen Christ (celebrating the Holy
Communion) is our weekly encounter with our risen Lord. He asks us, with Peter, again and again:
Do you love me? He invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.

Today’s organ music comes from the personal notebook of Bendix Friedrich Zinck, 1715-1799,
a musician from the town of Husum, Germany. Newly discovered and only published
in 2001, this creative music offers a window on what organists played in rural areas.

Prelude

Praeludium in D Major

Hinrich Zinck
(1677-1751)

ENTRANCE RITE
Entrance Hymn

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

1-

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing,
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
In death his love shall never die.

3-

Not throned afar, remotely high,
Untouched, unmoved by human pains,
But daily, in the midst of life,
Our Savior with the Father reigns.

2-

Christ is alive! No longer bound
To distant years in Palestine,
He comes to claim the here and now
And conquer ev’ry place and time.

4-

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,
Where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
He suffers still, yet loves the more,
And lives, though ever crucified.

5-

Christ is alive! Ascended Lord –
He rules the world his Father made,
Till, in the end, his love adored
Shall be to all on earth displayed.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, alt.

Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P:
Let us pray.
ALL: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and
might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson - Acts 9:1–6
Each of us has a story of God's grace at work in our lives. Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent
persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. Acts 9 recounts the story of his transformation,
beginning with a mystical encounter with the Christ on the way to Damascus.

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5He asked, "Who are you,
Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do."
L: The word of the Lord.

Psalm 30

C: Thanks be to God.
(sung in unison)

This psalm is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving by one whom the Lord has saved from death.

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lift- | ed me up*
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.
2
O LORD my God, I cried | out to you,*
and you restored | me to health.
3
You brought me up, O LORD, | from the dead;*
you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave.
4
Sing to the LORD, you ser- | vants of his;*
give thanks for the remembrance | of his holiness.
5
For his wrath endures but the twinkling | of an eye,*
his favor | for a lifetime.
6
Weeping may | spend the night,*
but joy comes | in the morning.
7
While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never | be disturbed.*
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains."
8
Then you | hid your face,*
and I was | filled with fear.
9
I cried to | you, O LORD;*
I pleaded with | the LORD, saying,
10
"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit?*
Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?
11
Hear, O LORD, and have mer- | cy upon me;*

O LORD, | be my helper."
You have turned my wailing | into dancing;*
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.
13
Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;*
O LORD my God, I will give you | thanks forever.
12

Second Lesson - Revelation 5:11–14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship on the Lord's Day.
At its center is "the Lamb who was slain."
11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they
numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 13Then I heard every creature in
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and
to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 14And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And
the elders fell down and worshiped.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse

Holy Gospel - John 21:1–19
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the fishing and feeding
miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple's love and obedience.

After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he
showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to
him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Just after daybreak,
Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish,
have you?" They answered him, "No." 6He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some."
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and
jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 9When they had gone ashore, they saw
a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that
you have just caught." 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish,
a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to
them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?"
because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead. 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16A second
time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said
to him, "Tend my sheep." 17He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to

go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around
you and take you where you do not wish to go." 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.)
After this he said to him, "Follow me."

Sermon
“We run this company on questions, not answers.” That statement, by a former Google CEO, points
to the importance of questions because life, like business, runs on questions. There is an old proverb
that asserts it is “better to ask a question than to remain ignorant,” and there are various lists of
potentially life-changing questions that can help us evaluate our lives and inspire personal growth and
creativity. Among those questions are: How do people see me differently than I see myself? ... What or
whom did I make better today? ... Am I being true to my values? ... What haven't I taken the time to learn
about? ... In what areas of my life am I “settling,” accepting less than my capabilities make possible? ...
What would I do if I wasn’t scared? ... What’s stopping me from doing the things that I should be doing?
... What’s the most important lesson I’ve learned so far in life? Am I living that lesson?
A life-changing question figures prominently in our gospel reading this morning as we hear this epic,
post-resurrection story about the risen Christ appearing to the disciples after they have experienced a
night of unproductive fishing. After his advice to let down their net on the other side of the boat resulted
in a huge catch of fish, and after preparing and feeding breakfast to his followers – whose eyes are then
opened in recognition, the risen Lord then asks Simon Peter a very powerful and revealing question: “Do
you love me?” In our English translation, it appears that the same question is asked three times.
However, in the original Greek text, that is not the case because Greek has more words for “love” than
English, including agape, meaning the highest form of unconditional and undeserved love, and, phileo,
meaning brotherly or sisterly or friendship love.
This distinction comes through clearly if we paraphrase this exchange: “Simon…do you love me
unconditionally more than these?” “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you like a friend.” “Simon…do you
love me unconditionally?” “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you like a friend.” “Simon, do you love me like
a friend?” “Lord, you know all things, you know that I love you like a friend.” Far from pointless repetition,
our Lord’s questions work from the highest possible form of love to a lower form – and, in so doing, the
questions pierce through Peter’s pride and self-centeredness. These three questions serve as a painful
reminder of Peter’s three-fold denial the night of Jesus of Nazareth’s arrest. “Are you not also one of this
man’s disciples?” came the question in one form or another – once, twice, and then a third time. After
Peter’s third denial, the cock crowed.
“Do you love me?” is a life-changing question – for Simon Peter AND for each of us. On this
Confirmation Sunday, our confirmands – Addison, Matthew, and Billy – will be asked a number of
questions as they affirm the unconditional agape love poured out upon them in the waters of Baptism.
While the questions take the form of “Do you renounce all the forces of evil. . .,” “Do you believe in God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . . .,” “Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in
Holy Baptism . . .,” and so forth, behind all of those questions is really “Do you love me?”
How do WE answer those kinds of questions today? Do we love our Lord unconditionally? Do we love
him so much that we would never deny knowing him in order to escape an uncomfortable situation – like
Peter did? Do we love him more than money or possessions or power? Do we love him more than our
reputation or accomplishments? Do we love him enough to admit that we don’t know him or his Word
as well as we should? Do we love him enough to acknowledge that we have put other things before him
and are not as faithful as we could or should be in worship and prayer? Do we love him with
unconditional agape love?
We can imagine Simon Peter saying, “Okay, I’ll try harder,” but that is not what unfolds. Instead, our
Lord tells Peter, “Feed my lambs…tend my sheep...feed my sheep.” By commanding Peter to feed and
tend the flock, the risen Christ is restoring Peter to his calling as a witness, an ambassador, an apostle,
sent to share the Good News of the resurrection – not because Peter deserves it, but because of our
Lord’s unconditional, loving heart for him – and the world.
We see our Lord’s loving heart for US today as well, right here in his Word and Sacraments. Even

though we may deny and betray him, he still speaks to our hearts and shows us HIS heart. Holy Week
is a fading memory at this point in the Easter season, but may we never forget the love our Lord
demonstrated in allowing himself to be arrested, beaten, and murdered – for US. He invites us to his holy
table to receive his very body and blood, given and poured out so that we may go in peace to serve
others in response to God’s amazing grace – grace that forgives, that heals, that makes` us whole.
Questions are crucial for our lives – and our faith journey as well. They are our growing edge for new
understandings, new opportunities, new ways of faithful discipleship. Our risen Lord asks each of us, “Do
you love me?” and then sends us forth to live out our answer, to live out our “Yes,” by feeding his sheep.
He sends us forth (and confirmands, he sends YOU forth) to be witnesses and ambassadors to share
the Good News of the resurrection. “Do you love me?” Then feed the hungry through the Food Pantry,
or Daily Bread, or Meals on Wheels, or the World Hunger Appeal. “Do you love me?” Then be an
advocate for the poor or marginalized or discriminated against. “Do you love me?” Then do something
simple and ordinary and kind every day to “care actively in the name of Jesus Christ,” knowing that God’s
work gets done with OUR hands and OUR feet and OUR time and OUR talents and OUR treasure. May
all that we do touch the lives of others with God’s love in Jesus, the risen and reigning Christ, who calls
US to follow him. Amen

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
The Rite of Confirmation

P:

These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public
affirmation of their Baptism: Addison Gray Saunders Elbrecht, Matthew Alan Kauppi, and
Billy Russell Shumaker.
(The confirmands are addressed.)

P:

Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and
assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission in the
world.
In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his
Church. In the community of God’s people, you have learned from his Word God’s loving
purpose for you and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and called
to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.
Do you renounce all the forces of evil and their empty promises?

Confirmands: I do.
P:
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Confirmands: I do.
P:

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Confirmands: I do.
P:

Do you believe in God the Father?

Confirmands: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

Confirmands: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
P:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

Confirmands: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
The Prayers
A:
Let us pray for those who are affirming their Baptism, and for all the baptized everywhere: That
they may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way of sin and death: Lord, in your
mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.

A:
C:

That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace and truth: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:
C:

That they may be kept in the faith and communion of your holy Church: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:
C:

That they may be sent into the world in witness to your love: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

That they daily discover Christ walking before, beside, and behind them wherever their paths may
lead: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C:
A:
C:
P:
C:

That they may be brought to the fulness of your peace and glory:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
(The confirmands are questioned.)

P:

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
(Each confirmand answers in turn.)

Confirmands:

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
(The congregation is questioned.)

P:
C:

People of God, do you promise to support these confirmands and pray for them in their
life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
(A prayer is said for the confirmands.)

P:

C:

Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these people your own. You
forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to strengthen
them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord.
Amen
(Each confirmand receives the laying on of hands as a prayer for the Holy Spirit is offered.)

P:

C:

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, for the sake of Jesus Christ, stir up in ______name ______ the gift
of your Holy Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her life, empower him/her in his/her
serving, give him/her patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life.
Amen
(The confirmands face the congregation.)

P:

Let us rejoice with those who have now been confirmed.

C:

We rejoice with you in the life of Baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise
to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

Sharing of the Peace
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
(The confirmands return to their seats.)

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offering
Offertory Anthem

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

J. William Greene

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return, till thy mercy's beams I see,
till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
Visit then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day.
(Charles Wesley, 1740)

Offertory

Offertory Prayer
A:
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C:
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our time, and
our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving

P:

Sanctus

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you
for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
Communion with our Risen Lord

Hymns

Post -Communion Blessing
P:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C:
Amen
Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A:
Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed
with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen

Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A:
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Carillon

Z

Z

Jean François Dandrieu

Z

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Mae Derrick
in memory of her husband, William.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Deb Serio
in honor of Ruth and Bill Belcher’s sixtieth wedding anniversary.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
May 1

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
afternoon
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Monday,
May 2

6:00 p.m.

Dinner for Kids’ Haven

Tuesday,
May 3

7:00 p.m.

Table Talk - Making Sense of Martin Luther

Wednesday,
May 4

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
12:10 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School (adult class only)
Service of Holy Communion and Rite of Confirmation
Coffee Hour Reception for Confirmands
Worship Service (via YouTube)
Holy Trinity Youth
Nibblin’ & Sippin’

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class
Service of Holy Communion
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Finance Committee

Thursday,
May 5

9:00 a.m.

Parish Nurse Available (until 10:00 a.m.)

Friday,
May 6

9:15 a.m.
9:50 a.m.

Strength and Balance Exercise Class
Chair Yoga Class

Saturday,
May 7

10:00 a.m.

Altar Guild

Sunday,
May 8

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
afternoon

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School (adult class only)
Service of Holy Communion
Worship Service (via YouTube)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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