
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all baptismal blessings. We recall and
celebrate our adoption as daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised
company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day,
the heavens open again and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in bread and wine.

             

     THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
   

January 9, 2022

   

Prelude Pastorale Anonymous 18th century

Hymn

 



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ
faithful in their calling to be your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Isaiah 43:1-7
  

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home. They need no longer be afraid,
because the One who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies.

 God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
   

1But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.

  2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.

  3For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.

  4Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.

  5Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;

  6I will say to the north, "Give them up,"
and to the south, "Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth — 

7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made."

 

 



Psalm 29

The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm: the Lord is mighty over land and sea.
 

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

4The voice of the LORD is a pow’rful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

 

 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6he makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;

the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.

 

 
9And in the temple of the LORD

all are crying, "Glory!"
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11The LORD shall give strength to his people;

the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Second Lesson - Acts 8:14–17
  

Peter and John are sent to support the new followers of the risen Christ in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here, the Samaritans receive

the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.
15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit.

Holy Gospel - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
   

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not
the Messiah; instead, he points ahead to One who is coming: Jesus of Nazareth, God’s beloved Son.

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying,
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandals.He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 21Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened,
22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”



Sermon
 

     Tributes from around the world have celebrated the life of South African Archbishop Emeritus
Desmond Tutu since his death on December 26. Tutu’s compassion, moral clarity, and uncompromising
struggle against injustice and oppression helped guide South Africa out of its grim history of apartheid
as he inspired people in many nations to stand up for what is right in the pursuit of advancing human
rights and dignity.
     Tutu once told a story about his early days as a parish priest in South Africa. He was administering
a Bible test to a group of teenage boys one day – a test perhaps similar to those in our confirmation
classes here. One of the test questions was: “What did the voice from heaven say to Jesus after his
baptism?” The students who had been paying attention in worship and in class answered correctly, but
one boy got it wrong – however, in a very creative way. That student wrote, “The voice from heaven said
‘You are the Son of God; now act like it!’” 
     “Now act like it” are words that can say much to us on this Feast Day of The Baptism of our Lord
because baptism is about IDENTITY and ACTION. In the passage just read from the gospel according
to Luke, Jesus of Nazareth is addressed personally by a voice from heaven: YOU are my Son, the
beloved; with YOU I am well pleased.” Baptism teaches us who we are – God’s beloved children – and
confers upon us the promise of God’s unconditional grace. In a world where so many of the traditional
elements of identity-construction have been diminished, there is a craving to figure out just who we are.
We live in a time and age where some people change jobs and careers with considerable frequency.
Some people have multiple places of residence over a life time rather than growing up and living in a
single community for several generations. Family configurations also change and evolve over time for
a variety of reasons. In response to this craving and need for identity, baptism reminds us that we
discover WHO we are in relation to WHOSE we are – God’s beloved children. We belong to God’s family,
and baptism is a tangible sign of that.
     Thankfully, for us, baptism is completely God’s work and not our own. Therefore, we can be assured
that no matter how often we fall short or fail, nothing that we do or fail to do can remove the identity that
God conveys to us as a free and undeserved gift. Our relationship with God is the one relationship in life
we can’t mess up – precisely because we did not establish it. We can neglect God’s relationship with us,
we can deny it, we can run away from it or ignore it, but we cannot destroy it, for God loves us too deeply
and completely to ever let us go. Again, in an age when so many relationships are fragile or tattered, it
comes as good news – as liberating Gospel news – that God’s relationship with us remains solid and
intact no matter what. In fact, because this relationship is initiated and established by God and we don’t
have to earn it or buy it or deserve it, we are freed to give ourselves more fully to other important
relationships in our lives – and the needs of our neighbors – and act like the children of God we are
recreated to be in the waters of Holy Baptism.
     Martin Luther once said that, “There is on earth no greater comfort than Baptism.” Think about that
for a moment: No greater comfort than this tangible reminder that we are in a life-giving relationship with
our loving God that nothing in this world can threaten or take away. Luther placed baptism at the center
of the Christian life, writing in the Large Catechism: “Baptism is not a work that we do but … a treasure
that God gives us and faith grasps. … In baptism, therefore, every Christian has enough to study and
practice all his or her life. … Thus, we must regard baptism and put it to use in such a way that we may
draw strength and comfort from it when our sins or conscience oppress us, and say: ‘But I am baptized!
And if I have been baptized, I have the promise that I shall be saved and have eternal life, both in soul
and body ….’” 
     Luther stressed the importance of returning to baptism each and every day so that, as he states in
the Small Catechism, the Old Adam – “the old person in us with all sins and evil desires” can “be
drowned and die through daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, and on the other hand that daily
a new person” can “come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”
Knowing that we are beloved by God, we know that we can trust God’s promise of forgiveness, life, and
salvation, that we can never lose God’s baptismal promises and always return to them.
     Today, as we remember Jesus of Nazareth’s baptism, may we also remember that we have been



marked by the sign of the cross and sealed with the same Holy Spirit that was poured out upon our Lord
in his baptism. Like him, like Desmond Tutu, we, too, are sent into the world to share God’s love in word
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace
in all the earth. WE are beloved children of God. Now may WE act like it as well. Amen

Hymn

The Prayers
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 
 

We pray for the Church. Pour out your Spirit upon us and enliven us for mission. Draw us together in love
that we may be one. Lead us in the way of your beloved Son.

For the earth. Help us sustain oceans and seas, rivers and lakes, marshes and wetlands. Watch over
dormant plants and hibernating animals as they rest in your care. Renew your creation and protect all
creatures from harm.
 

For the nations. Inspire leaders to work for the common good. Grant courage to those who put
themselves at risk to protect others. Turn us away from violence and teach us to live in peace.
 

For those in need. Help us protect children and vulnerable adults who depend on others to provide for
their daily care. Uphold those who struggle with depression. Console the grieving and heal the sick.



For this congregation. Renew your children in the covenant of Holy Baptism. Empower us by your loving
Spirit to serve our neighbors.
 

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died. Hold us safe in your arms of mercy and bring us
with them into your promise of life eternal.
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing.
May we be faithful and generous as we support our mission

“to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.

  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “Vanco Mobile” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Hymn Let All Things Now Living

Let all things now living
A song of thanksgiving

To God the creator triumphantly raise,
Who fashioned and made us,

Protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.

God’s banners are o’er us,



His light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night,

Till shadows have vanished
And darkness is banished,

As forward we travel from light into light.

His law he enforces,
The stars in their courses

And sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains,

The rivers and fountains,
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.

We too should be voicing
Our love and rejoicing;

With glad adoration a song let us raise
Till all things now living
Unite in thanksgiving:

“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!”

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Postludio festivo Sigfrid Karg-Elert
(1877-1933)

�       �       �

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Bea Pendleton

in memory of Littleton Pendleton Baty.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday, Worship Service (via YouTube)

January 9   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School (adult class only)

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
     4:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth

  6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (grades six - nine)
  

Monday,   9:15 a.m.  Strength & Balance Exercise Class
January 10   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  7:00 p.m. Bible Study - The Invention of Heaven and Hell (via Zoom)
 

Tuesday,   7:00 p.m. Table Talk - Making Sense of Martin Luther

January 11
    

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. Women’s Sewing Group
January 12 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
 

Thursday,         9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse Available (until 10:00 a.m.) 

January 13    
  

Friday,     9:15 a.m.  Strength & Balance Exercise Class
January 14   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - The Call to Unite
  

Sunday, Worship Service (via YouTube)

January 16   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School (adult class only)

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  5:00 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth
  5:00 p.m. Thomas Mass

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
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