
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus of Nazareth’s words
in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline.
The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ
Jesus, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

                 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 6, 2026

Prelude Sonata I     José Lidón
(1748-1827)

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
 

P: Blessed be God –  Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, the whole company of heaven, and our sisters and

brothers in this community.
silence for reflection

P: Holy and gracious God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have lived only

for the present, without regard for generations to come. We have sought the realms of this
world, rather than your promised reign of justice and peace. Have mercy on us, forgive our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: How blessed are those whose sins are forgiven. In the mercy of almighty God, I announce to you
the entire forgiveness of your sins. In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen

ENTRANCE  RITE

Hymn
   



Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie



Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
ALL: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your Church with your perpetual mercy. Without your

help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward
all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen



LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD

SACRAMENT  OF  HOLY  BAPTISM

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the Sacrament
of Holy Baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new
life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.

 

P: Matthew Storm, called by the Holy Spirit and trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire
to be baptized into Christ?

 

R: I do.
 

P: We give thanks that Matthew Storm has presented himself for Holy Baptism. We should, therefore,
faithfully care for him and help him every way as God gives us opportunity, that he may bear
witness to the faith we profess, and that, living in the covenant of his Baptism and in communion
with the Church, he may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.

 



People of God, do you promise to nurture Matthew Storm in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God’s Spirit?

 

C: We do.
 

P: Matthew Storm, using the words of our ancestors in the faith, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ
Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

 

P: Do you renounce all the forces of evil and their empty promises?
 

R: I do.
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
   and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified, died, and was buried.
  He descended into hell.
  On the third day he rose again.
  He ascended into heaven,
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen

 

P:  Matthew Storm, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

 

(A prayer for the Holy Spirit is said.)  
 

P:  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters
from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your
Holy Spirit upon Matthew Storm: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.

C: Amen

(The sign of the cross is made on the forehead.)  
 

P: Matthew Storm, child of God, you have been  sealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.

 



(A baptismal candle is presented.)  
 

P: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.

 

(The newly baptized is welcomed into the fellowship of the congregation.)  
 

P: Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member of the priesthood we all share in
Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word
to all the world.

 

C: We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of
Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God.

First Lesson -  Ezekiel 33:7-11
 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God's warnings
to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning

with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.  
  

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you
will have saved your life.

10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and
we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why
will you die, O house of Israel?
 

 L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:33-40 (sung in unison)
   

The psalmist asks for the Lord’s guidance and promises to keep God’s commandments always.

  
33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes,

and I shall keep it | to the end.
34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your law;

I shall keep it with | all my heart.
35Make me go in the path of | your commandments,

for that is | my desire.
36Incline my heart to | your decrees

and not to | unjust gain.
37Turn my eyes from watching | what is worthless;

give me life | in your ways.
38Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
which you make to | those who fear you.

39Turn away the reproach | which I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.

40Behold, I long for | your commandments;
in your righteousness pre- | serve my life.

 



Second Lesson -Romans 13:8–14
  

 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law.
Clothes make the person as we "put on the Lord Jesus Christ"

and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.
  

    

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”;
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

           L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 

Alleluia Verse

Holy Gospel - Matthew 18:15-20
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

  

Jesus of Nazareth offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the Church
as a whole—should show wrongdoers their need for repentance.

Jesus said to the disciples:15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
  

P: The Gospel of the Lord.



Sermon Pastor Roberts
silence for reflection

Hymn 

The Prayers

A:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
needs. 

A: Hold us accountable, O God. Show your Church where repentance is needed and lead us in
paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of reconciliation and care,
especially in relationships with other followers of the risen Christ and people of other faiths.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders of

creation. Help us renew the seas, the soil, and the forests, and the creatures that live in them.
Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and government

officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with dignity and guide our
conversations with one another. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.



A: Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wicked acts
of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick. Guard their
waking and their sleeping. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to which each

is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing employment. In all our diverse
callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in faith. May their

trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
ALL: Amen
 

 LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P:     The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:    And also with you.

Offering

Organ Offertory Cantabile       Benedetto Marcello
         (1686-1739)

Offertory



Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -  ourselves, our time, and

our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer



Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen   
  

Communion with our Risen Lord
  

Agnus Dei

Hymn 

  

Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen



Post-Communion Hymn
Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

         

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from his dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of his teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.

His grace did invite us, his love shall unite us
 to work for God's kingdom and answer his call.

  

 Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that you welcome us to your table and satisfy our deepest hunger and
thirst. By your gifts of word and holy meal, strengthen us to take up the cross as we go about our
callings in this world, following after Jesus the Christ, our servant Lord.

C: Amen
  

Benediction 

Hymn



Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Sonata in the First Tone José Lidón

]  ]  ]

We welcome Matthew Storm Falcon into our fellowship today
through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Don Carter
in memory of his parents, Robert and Hazel.

  

The candles are given to the glory of God by Mae Derrick.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
September 6 10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  4:00 p.m. A Celebration of Romanian Music, Heritage, and Storytelling
featuring a documentary and solo double bass recital
by Michael Cretu 

  

Monday,  Church Office closed - Labor Day Holiday      
September 7   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class

  9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
  

Tuesday,   1:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study - Together by Grace: Psalms    
September 8   5:40 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal

  7:00 p.m. Church Council
 

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. Women’s Sewing Group     
September 9 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until10:00 a.m.)

September 10 11:00 a.m. Sermon Discussion Group
    

Friday,   9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
September 11   9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - Separation of Church and Hate
  

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Altar Guild
September 12
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion and Home Communion
September 13   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

   10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube 

and Home Communion 
11:30 a.m. Catered Brunch
  3:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth
  6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

  

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
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Lynchburg, Virginia 24503
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