
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus of
Nazareth’s promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house.
Holy Baptism commissions us to share our Lord’s mission in the world. As First Peter reminds
us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the One who called us out of darkness into light.
In words and deeds, we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

    

   FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 3, 2026

   

Prelude An Easter Festival  Sharon Elery Rogers
Brother James’ Air arr. Douglas Wagner

Morning Song of Praise arr. Derek Hakes
     

ENTRANCE  RITE

Hymn

 

Easter Acclamation & Apostolic Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
 

Hymn of Praise





Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
ALL: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to

love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD

First Lesson - Acts 7:55–60
    

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however.

For his preaching of God's word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.
    

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
56 "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When
he had said this, he died.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (sung in unison)
  

This is a psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;*
deliver me | in your righteousness.

2Incline your | ear to me;*
make haste to de- | liver me.

3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag | and my stronghold;*

for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,*

for you are my tow- | er of strength.
5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,*

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O | God of truth.
15My times are | in your hand;*

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.



16Make your face to shine up- | on your servant,*
and in your loving- | kindness save me."

Second Lesson - 1 Peter 2:2–10
 

The Christ is the cornerstone of God's saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God's chosen, holy people
who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation —  3if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight,
and  5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen
and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those
who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," 8and "A stone that makes
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty
acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.10Once you were not a people, but now you are God's
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
 

   L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (The congregation sings the refrain (R) as indicated.)

`

 

Holy Gospel - John 14:1-14
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus of Nazareth shares final words with his disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

 

Jesus said to the disciples: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
2In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go
to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am
going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?"
6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him."

 8Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the
Father'? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”



P: The Gospel of the Lord.

  

Sermon Pastor Roberts

silence for reflection

Hymn of the Day

Apostles’ Creed
P: Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the

triune God whom we belove:    

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand

of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their

needs. 
  



A: God of glory, you have built your Church on the cornerstone of the Christ. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they
encounter. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys.
Help us protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace
and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise
up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need,
and comfort those who are sick. Instill us with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in
this world. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to
your love in the world. Make your presence also known among those who join us online for
worship today. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

A: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never
separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty
acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
 

P:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY  OF  THE  MEAL

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offertory Anthem This Joyful Eastertide arr. Vernon Hoyle
(b. 1948)

  

This joyful Eastertide, Away with sin and sorrow!
My Love, the Crucified, Hath sprung to life this morrow!

Had Christ, that once was slain, Ne’er burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: But now hath Christ arisen.

  

My flesh in hope shall rest, And for a season slumber:
Till trump from east to west Shall wake the dead in number.

Had Christ, that once was slain, Ne’er burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: But now hath Christ arisen.

   



Death’s flood has lost its chill, Since Jesus crossed the river:
Lover of souls, from ill My passing soul deliver.

Had Christ, that once was slain, Ne’er burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: But now hath Christ arisen.

                                                                                  (Text: G. R. Woodward, 1848-1934)

Offertory
 

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
ALL: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving



Proper Preface

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Communion with our Risen Lord

Agnus Dei



Hymns



Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have
fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen

Benediction

Hymn



Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Festival Postlude Moritz Brosig
(1815-1887)

[   [   [

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Pat Hawkins
in honor of Pastor Roberts for all his help with Ken’s service.

The candles are given to the glory of God by Sherri and Jeff Fleck
in honor of Kim and Steven Williamson’s wedding anniversary.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
  

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
May 3   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

  2:00 p.m. Pastor’s Information Class   
  5:00 p.m. Senior Youth (grades nine - twelve)

  6:00 p.m. Nibblin’ & Sippin’
 

Wednesday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)     
May 6 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday,    9:00 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
May 8    9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
 

Sunday,   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion and Rite of Confirmation
May 10   9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

   

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License SAS024905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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