CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
November 20, 2022

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment
in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears so utterly contradictory that
the king should be crucified with the criminal. This victory appears for all the world as ignominious
defeat. Yet, through the gate of death, our Lord opens the door to abundant life.

Prelude

Toccata in F Major

J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)

ENTRANCE RITE
Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C:
And also with you.
Kyrie
P:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Hymn of Praise

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P:
ALL:

Let us pray.
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Reception of New Members
First Lesson - Jeremiah 23:1–6
Today's reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah's unjust rulers
have caused their people, their "flock," to be scattered. Nevertheless, the Lord will raise up a new
and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold,
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear
any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46

(sung in unison)
The earth may be moved and kingdoms shaken, but God is our refuge.
God is exalted among the nations of the earth.

God is our ref- | uge and strength,*
a very present | help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,*
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths | of the sea;
3
though its waters | rage and foam,*
and though the mountains tremble | at its tumult.
4
The LORD of | hosts is with us;*
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
5
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,*
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
6
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be | overthrown;*
God shall help her at the | break of day.
7
The nations make much ado, and the king- | doms are shaken;*
God has spoken, and the earth shall | melt away.
8
The LORD of | hosts is with us;*
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
9
Come now and look upon the works | of the LORD,*
what awesome things he has | done on earth.
10
It is he who makes war to cease in | all the world;*
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
11
"Be still, then, and know that | I am God;*
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth."
12
The LORD of | hosts is with us;*
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.

Second Lesson - Colossians 1:11–20
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ,
the One who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God.
11

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure
everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,
14
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created through
him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
L: The word of the Lord.

Alleluia Verse

C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel - Luke 23:33-43
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus of Nazareth reveals
that to be Messiah and king is to give one's life for others. Here, he uses his power to welcome
a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God's hands.
33

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself
if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine, 37and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38There
was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews."
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself
and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
41
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in Paradise."

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon
Hymn

Pastor Roberts

Nicene Creed
P:
Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Nicene Creed, we proclaim the
triune God whom we belove:
C:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers
A:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.

A:

C:
A:
C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:
C:
P:
ALL:

Gather your people, Good Shepherd, and unite your Church, that with one voice we might
proclaim that you alone are God. Give courage to the faithful who struggle against the power
of darkness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Restore your creation, Living One, and hold all things together in divine harmony. You are the
stronghold of every creature, and apart from your love the earth melts away. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Reconcile your world, blessed Peacemaker. Break the weapons of our hatred and help us make
an end to violence and war. We pray for the wounded in body and mind, for anxious and
grieving families, and for our enemies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Give refuge to the suffering, ever-present Helper, that they may endure in hope, trusting that
you reign from the cross. Heal the sick, comfort the grieving, rescue those in danger, and calm
the fearful. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Strengthen this congregation in mission, O Lord, that with patience and perseverance we may
work according to your will, praying with confidence that you will establish the fullness of your
kingdom on earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Remember us in your kingdom, crucified and risen Lord, so that with all who are born anew from
death, we may, by the power of the Spirit, dwell forever in the paradise of God. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
The Peace
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
Offering
Offertory Anthem

Sing a Song of Joy

J. William Greene

Sing a song of joy, praise our God with mirth.
His flock none can destroy,
For He is king of heaven and of earth.
Thus we sing secure, tuning well our voices pure.
Like strings sounding clear: Let us renown the King of Kings.
Who first caused the sun from the east to rise?
Whom does the sun obey when in the west that glory dies?
God the stars directs to in order stand:
Who heaven and earth protects but He that shaped them with His hand?
All that call His name and His call observe,
His arm will shield from shame,
Their steps from truth shall never swerve.
Let us then rejoice, sounding loud His praise.

So will He hear our voice, and bless on earth our peaceful days.
Sing a song of joy, praise our God with mirth.
(Thomas Campion, 1567-1620, altered)

Offertory

Offertory Prayer and Consecration of Pledges
A:
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
ALL:
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. We consecrate to your glory these our
pledges of time, talents, and treasure – our gifts of love and generosity. We pray that you
receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving

Proper Preface
Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Communion with our Risen Lord
Agnus Dei

Hymns

Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
A:
Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have
fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen

Benediction

Hymn

Dismissal
A: Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Fugue in F Major

J. S. Bach

A note on today’s music: Almost all of J. S. Bach’s music for the organ was written when he was in his
twenties. After the age of thirty-two, he never had another job that involved playing the organ
and he concentrated on instrumental music and the hundreds of cantatas he wrote
when he was music director for the city of Leipzig from 1723 to 1750.
Today’s prelude and postlude are likely earlier
rather than later in his output.

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Carrie Wisman in memory of Paul.
The candles are given to the glory of God by Joni and Bruce Pearson
in memory of Joni’s father, Paul Wisman.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
November 20

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Service of Holy Communion
Sunday Church School (age three - grade five and adults)
Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube
Youth return from Lost & Found Synod Event
Thomas Mass
Third Sunday Program

Monday,
November 21

9:15 a.m. Strength and Balance Exercise Class
9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

Tuesday,
November 22

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion
November 23
Thursday,
November 24
Sunday,
November 27

9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Day Interfaith Service of Unity and Reflection
at Agudath Sholom Synagogue

8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Advent Wreath Making
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Livestream via YouTube

We welcome the following into our fellowship today:
# Elizabeth Blevins (Betty) is received by transfer from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Lynchburg;
# Heather Garnett is received by Affirmation of Faith and James Tyler is received by transfer from
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Marion, Virginia;
# Alan Good and his daughter, Katheryn, are received by transfer from Lane Memorial United Methodist
Church, Altavista, Virginia;
# Sandra Miller is received by transfer from Brookneal United Methodist Church, Brookneal, Virginia;
and,
# Jan Smith is received by transfer from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Martinsville, Virginia.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
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